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SCBS Teams Up with Boy Scouts at Mitsubishi Mine

On April 8, 2017, SCBS and a small team of local Boy Scouts from troops 169 & 464 began the arduous task of installing
two Raincatcher tanks on the property of the Mitsubishi Mine in Lucerne Valley, CA. The location was in an area on the
mountainside in which the mine has concluded operations and has begun revegetation and remediation. We are fortunate
that the Mine has included the installation of a new guzzler as part of their plan. Folks, this is a quarry for cement
making, so the excavation needed involved digging in a rock-rich environment. The Mine employees were good enough
to do some heavy prep work for us, but their machines were too big to accurately finish and level out the excavation. A
small SCBS crew was joined by local Boy Scouts to finish the excavation. The hole was widened and leveled by hand, but
when we encountered a rather large boulder we had to call upon our generator powered jack hammer (good job, Jeff
Crouse). The work involved digging up slope and creating a footprint for two tanks. This took most of the day, but the
crew was successful in excavating and leveling the footprint. Unfortunately, we did not have enough volunteers present
to manipulate and move the tanks into place that day; these tanks are heavy, and navigating them into place safely needed
a larger crew. Jeff Crouse and Mine Operators installed & buried the tanks for us! A second crew will be needed to
install the rain mat. Make sure you are on our email list for this project once we make arrangements with the Mitsubishi
Mine for SCBS to return and hopefully get this new water source completed and delivering water to the local sheep.
~ by Debbie Miller Marschke
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(Photos provided by Steve Torres. Left: Vern Bleich, Dick Weaver, Steve Torres. Center: John Wehausen and
Dick Weaver in the Sacramento Mountains. Right: Richard Arthur Weaver, high school photo)

In Memoriam of
“The Best Friend The Bighorn Sheep Will Ever Have”
A Celebration of Life for Dick Weaver
“Besides being instrumental in the establishment of the Desert Bighorn Council, Dick has been a mentor to
many of us. He is one of the finest people I know, and I pray for him and his family.” (Steve Torres) “One of
the finest people we will ever meet, hopelessly in love with wild sheep, Doris, and other critters, not
necessarily in that order.” (Dave Jessup)
Richard Arthur Weaver was born at home in Riverside County to Harry and Lenora Weaver on
January 8, 1926; he was the fourth of five children. Richard worked on the family ranch while
attending Polytechnic High School, where he graduated in 1943. He was drafted into the United
States Army and served in the European Theatre. He was awarded the Purple Heart for injuries
suffered in the Ardennes in the South of France in 1945. Once he returned home to Southern
California he continued to work on the family ranch and attended college. He also married Albert
Belavance and had two sons: Richard William Weaver and Daniel Scott Weaver. They were married
for 13 years. In 1949, he started his longstanding career with Department of Fish and Game building
water guzzlers for wildlife in the Mojave Desert. He then started to study the management of Desert
Bighorn Sheep and became an integral part of their conservation/preservation. In 1970, he married
Doris Clark who had two daughters, Nola Louise and Nina Jo. He transferred to Sacramento where
he studied big game. Upon retirement from DFG in 1989, Dick and Doris moved to Colorado. They
both eventually settled in Glenwood, New Mexico where they became very active in the community
and enjoyed time with friends and family. Richard passed away on February 10, 2107 at the age of
91. ( written by his family for his Celebration of Life on April 17, 2017)
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Dick Weaver, Bighorn Sheep, and SCBS; A Life Well Lived
By Glenn Sudmeier , SCBS
As I look back over the years that Dick Weaver and the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep worked
together the following comes to mind. Dick Weaver's association/relationship with the Society for the
Conservation of Bighorn Sheep (SCBS) began in 1968 when he accepted a new position with his employer
CDFG as principal investigator into the status of Bighorn Sheep in the California deserts. He continued in an
uninterrupted and productive way until his recent passing. A period just shy of one half century.
In 1970 while continuing his work on Bighorn Sheep, Dick collaborated with SCBS to create the "Volunteer
Desert Water & Wildlife Survey" and during the summer of that same year organized in access of two hundred
SCBS volunteers to go forth into the desert and report on waterhole conditions and Bighorn use at the numerous
sites which he personally selected. From that initial effort, was born the SCBS Area Captain program and the
periodic 4th of July waterhole counts. Both of which remain in place today.
In 1972 upon the completion of Dick's fourteen Bighorn Sheep status reports SCBS was privileged to review
their contents and with CDFG and Dick Weaver providing the leadership SCBS took action and began
implementing his findings. And the first conventional Big Game Guzzler designed to serve the summer water
needs of Desert Bighorn Sheep was constructed in the Cady Mountains of San Bernardino County CA. The
Cady BGG remains in service today and continues to serve the needs Bighorn and other wildlife.
Dick Weaver's ground breaking, and now legendary work on Bighorn Sheep, gave and has continued to give
SCBS life; legitimate purpose, direction, and longevity.
In 1984 Dick came to SCBS with an idea for a campaign he called "10,000 by 2000”, or in other words 10,000
Bighorn by the year 2000. More than an actual goal, it was designed to be a talking point to reinvigorate
supporters and keep the ball rolling in the direction of our mutual goals. And it worked. It raised awareness,
money, and Bighorn numbers.
In 1986 Dick addressed the California State Legislature in an attempt to reclassify Desert Bighorn Sheep as a
Game animal in order to enhance funding availability and management opportunities. The legislature listened
and Dick won, which later opened many other doors.
In 1987 when the first Bighorn hunting season in 114 years was established, Dick came to SCBS with the idea
of providing future Bighorn hunters with an award that would focus on the taking of the oldest Rams, not
necessarily the largest Rams. Thus, Dick's idea was turned into the "Patriarch Award" and from the first season
forward it has been presented annually.
During Dick's long tenure with CDFG (43yrs) he was a highly valued speaker at numerous SCBS Annual
Membership meetings and a regular contributor of articles to "The Sheepherder", the SCBS original periodical.
From the end of Dick's professional career with CDFG through his transition into retirement, there was no
interruption or change in his interests and activities with SCBS and Bighorn Sheep.
Shortly after His retirement Dick accepted an offer to become SCBS'S first science adviser. A position he
continued to hold throughout his long retirement.
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Dick's generosity was large, to the extent that once a year he allowed himself and a week of his time to be
auctioned off to the highest bidder for a "Wildlife Week" of field work involving Bighorn Sheep. And he
always gave the auction proceeds to SCBS.
For a while and Before Dick's retirement took him out of California he made himself available to the public by
offering a service called "Desert Experiences" including consulting, illustrated wildlife lectures, desert
adventures, photography excursions, etc.
Even though living out of State, whenever Dick was nearby he always attended every SCBS meeting possible.
And he also continued to provide numerous interesting articles for the "Sheep Sheet" SCBS'S current periodical.
Throughout his CDFG years and his retirement years Dick was a constant and tireless supporter of SCBS and
one of his many "Weaverisms" addressed his motive well. "The only thing that makes government move is
pressure from the private sector" and SCBS has from time to time done just that.
Even though the following is not directly related to Dick's relationship with SCBS his use of "Weaverisms" was
so effective in getting a point across and making him memorable in the minds of his listeners some of them
should be mentioned:
With regards to water and desert wildlife;
"With it they thrive, without it they perish"
With regards to increasing Desert Bighorn numbers;
"Give them back what's been taken away, food, space, and water"
With regards to doing thorough field biology;
"There's no substitute for wearing out boot leather"
With regards to not stopping short of a full days field work;
“We'll never be closer without coming all the way back"
Also not directly related to Dick Weaver's relationship with SCBS, the following should be mentioned. Dick's
knowledge of Mojave Desert history was extensive and in 2013 he was invited to contribute several new entries
and expand on and purify existing entries in the regional publication "Mojave Desert Dictionary" by Patricia A.
Schoffstall
There are so many other things Dick did on a personal level with SCBS members. For example, with me alone I
don't think there was a week or a month that went by in forty plus years that Dick didn't call or drop me a line
on something Bighorn related. Like an unusual sighting or a long forgotten green/wet spot in some mountain
range that just happened to come into his mind. The variety of topics was almost as almost as numerous as the
calls and notes. His constant contact among members kept us all going.
Yes, Dick(Mr Bighorn) Weaver has crossed the great divide, but with us who remain, he has left a magnum of
memories that all of us old Sheepers will graze on until our own eternities arrive.
~ Glenn Sudmeier SCBS
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A Prayer for Dick Weaver
By Debbie Miller Marschke
Doris Weaver asked if I would deliver a prayer at the close of Dick Weaver’s Celebration of Life on April 17,
2017. It was a profound honor to speak in his honor:
Father, with heartfelt love and deep respect, we thank you for the life of Dick. Today we
celebrate all that he has given us, and the legacy of his life here on earth.
Thank you for the ways in which Dick had devoted his life in service of our wildlife. We think
about his selfless service to the animals, and his devoted stewardship to the lands they dwell
in.
We are grateful that he shared his talents with us, and for the generous and kind way he
treated his fellow man.
May his acts of service be a lasting light for us; for Dick was the Shepherd of these Shepherds
gathered here in his honor.
We will always deeply treasure him in our hearts and give thanks for everything has taught us.
We ask for your blessing as we continue his good work. Protect this flock in our continued
journey.
Help us to work together , for we can achieve far more together than each of us can achieve
alone.
And may your hand of protection continue to bless us and keep us out of harm’s way.
Father, we ask you for strength and courage for Dick’s family that they may be comforted by
the love and appreciation of his friends and colleagues.
Amen
On April 15, 2017 ,SCBS Board Member George
Sutton took Doris and Bill Weaver on a flight to
scatter Dick’s ashes over the Turtle Mountains.
Glenn Sudmeier said, “Before the flight George
Sutton did such a professional job of briefing Doris
and Bill on all aspects of the flight and the task at
hand that they were completely at ease throughout
the entire event . And upon returning had high
praise for the Pilot, Plane, and SCBS.”
George volunteered his services as pilot, and bore
all expenses in honor of the Weaver family.
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QUALITY OF WATER IN WILDLIFE WATER DEVELOPMENTS,
AND A POTENTIAL FOR DÉJÀ VU ALL OVER AGAIN!
By Vernon C. Bleich, Ph.D.
In a column that appeared recently in this newsletter, I reviewed a great deal of information regarding
what is known about predation events at wildlife water developments, and whether or not wildlife water
developments act as ecological sinks, or traps, for the species that the water developments are intended to
benefit. Those remarks were based on an updated version of a review paper that my co-authors Nova Simpson
(the senior author and a former graduate student at the University of Nevada Reno) and Kelley Stewart (an
associate professor at UNR) published several years ago. Another point that frequently is brought up by critics
of wildlife water developments or wilderness “aficionados” revolves around the issue of water quality.
Although water quality is important, virtually every investigation to date has concluded that water quality
concerns are, at best, minimal for wildlife, as reported by Simpson et al. (2011). In this discussion, I include
the results of our review (again, much of it being verbatim), and update that information with several recent
publications, at least one of which has asserted erroneous and misleading information. Additionally, I call
attention to a situation at a heavily used wildlife water source that could have disastrous consequences for
bighorn sheep if repairs are not made before the existing situation worsens.
Water quality is an issue in the debate over wildlife water developments, and frequently has been
brought up as being potentially problematic for wildlife. Indeed, quality of water available for use by wildlife is
an important management consideration, and poor water quality could affect health of wildlife through
physiological distress, electrolyte imbalances, or dehydration, as well as being potentially noxious or toxic
(Broyles 1995). Biological factors most likely to affect water quality at natural or artificial sources are the result
of high temperatures, high evaporation rates, contamination by feces or other organic matter, and infrequent
flushing, most of which are of heightened concern during summer (Broyles 1995; Bleich 2003; Rosenstock et
al. 2004, 2005; Bleich et al. 2006). For example, evaporation raises the ionic concentrations of already
mineralized or saline waters, and biological contaminants (blue-green algae, bacteria, and invertebrates) can
cause toxemia, diseases, or parasitism and transmission of parasites. Nevertheless, it has been repeatedly
demonstrated that appropriate design and maintenance of water developments can assure availability of goodquality water (Rosenstock et al. 2004, 2005; Bleich et al. 2006).
A frequently cited example of water developments having posed a health risk to wildlife was reported by
Swift et al. (2000), where ≥45 bighorn sheep died near two wildlife water developments at Old Dad Peak in the
Mojave National Preserve, San Bernardino County. Investigators reported that toxin produced by Clostridium
botulinum was most likely responsible for the mortality event, a result of contaminated water being consumed
by bighorn sheep. Condition and dispersion of bighorn sheep carcasses indicated a rapid onset of mortality,
typical of toxicity caused by ingestion of toxin produced by C. botulinum, the same organism that is frequently
associated with massive mortality events among waterfowl occupying contaminated wetlands. Conditions
suitable for the production of C. botulinum toxin, including anaerobic (i.e., not requiring oxygen)
decomposition of organic material associated with warm temperatures, are not restricted to wildlife water
developments, and likely occur more often at natural water sources used by bighorn sheep than previously had
been recognized (Bleich 2003).
Several investigators have assessed quality of water in wildlife water developments. Bleich et al. (2006)
compared water quality among 3 types of water sources (water stored in natural tinajas [rock basins],
aboveground in tanks constructed of metal or plastic [typical of those used cooperatively by the Bureau of Land
Management, National Park Service, and the Department of Fish and Game], and underground in fiberglass
tanks [typical of those constructed by Desert Wildlife Limited in the Sonoran Desert of California and
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Arizona]). Few differences in water-quality parameters were reported between the natural tinajas and the two
different types of wildlife water developments. Water quality in the catchments was, however, within available
recommended guidelines for livestock, and the reported differences were thought to be related to the design
features of the developments, such as construction materials. Because guidelines for water quality have not
been published for large, wild mammals, guidelines for livestock often are used as a surrogate. Water quality
also has been evaluated at natural, modified natural, and anthropogenic water developments, including natural
tinajas, modified tinajas, springs, rainwater catchments, and wells (Rosenstock et al. 2004, 2005). The majority
of constituents detected in those developments occurred at levels below recommended maxima for livestock,
and those few that occurred above recommended levels (pH, alkalinity, and fluoride) were presumed to be
nontoxic to wildlife. Additionally, no significant evidence of toxins produced by blue-green algae has been
observed, and water developments do not appear to play a significant role in transmission of hemorrhagic
disease viruses (Rosenstock et al. 2004, 2005).
Although specific water quality guidelines for wildlife largely are lacking, results of investigations
completed to date—with the exception of the aforementioned incident at Old Dad Peak—do not support
assertions that water quality is problematic for wildlife that use anthropogenic water developments. Indeed,
several investigators have concluded that water developments in desert environments do not constitute a health
threat to the wildlife they are intended to benefit (Rosenstock et al. 2004, 2005, Bleich et al. 2006). Situations in
which specific elements or other parameters that do not meet guidelines for water quality of livestock may
occasionally exist at some water developments, but studies to date suggest they rarely occur.
Several investigators (Griffis-Kyle et al. 2014, Kiesow 2015, McIntyre et al. 2016) recently have criticized
wildlife water sources as being potentially problematic for amphibians as a result of high levels of ammonia
those authors detected in the waters they examined. A very recent publication (McIntyre et al. 2016)
erroneously reported that Bleich et al. (2007) did not consider water quality to be a concern because those
authors (Bleich et al. 2007), “…did not assess ammonia concentrations.” In fact, Bleich et al. (2007) did report
ammonia concentrations in three types of wildlife water sources, and compared those results to each other.
There were no differences among those water sources in ammonia concentrations; in fact, ammonia
concentrations reported by Bleich et al. (2007) in each type of development were less (and by two orders of
magnitude) than those reported by McIntyre et al. (2016).
Different techniques were used to determine ammonia concentrations; McIntyre et al. (2016) conducted
their analyses in the field using a portable colorimeter, and all samples were collected “between July and
October.” Bleich et al. (2007) reported results from water samples collected during October—specifically
because that period would most apt reflect influences of warm summer temperatures and anoxic conditions—
and that were analyzed under controlled conditions at the Department of Fish and Game Water Pollution
Control Laboratory in Rancho Cordova, California. Locations from which the samples were collected at each
water source also differed; Bleich et al. (2007) collected samples at locations where animals were most apt to
drink; McIntyre et al (2016), collected samples “at mid-water column from the edge of the water body.”
Different types of catchments also were examined, further complicating any comparison, and the catchments
examined were in a very localized area, the Barry M. Goldwater Range (and on nearby BLM lands) in
southwestern Arizona. Given the potential—albeit possibly unintentional—bias implied by the statement that
others have not considered ammonia concentrations in analyses of water available in wildlife water
developments, that statement must be corrected in the professional literature. I will do so.
In the incident at Old Dad Peak that was described above, investigators (Swift et al. 2000) concluded
that the cover of one of the water storage tanks had become dislodged, and about a dozen lambs had fallen
through the “manhole” in the top of that tank and could not escape. Decaying flesh in the tank subsequently
created conditions suitable for the growth of Clostridium botulinum, resulting in the production of botulinum
toxin. Concomitantly, bighorn sheep that repeatedly had jumped on the top of the tank and caused it to become
concave, rather than convex. When rainfall occurred the concave surface resulted in water entering the tank to
mix with the already contaminated water and overflow into the concavity, thereby becoming available to
bighorn sheep in that unintended, accidental “reservoir.” Had the dislodged lid been detected, a crew would
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have replaced it and ensured access to the tank was not possible.
Currently, another problem at Old Dad Peak exists in the form of major cracks at the top of one of the
three water storage tanks, all of which have been in service for about 30 years. The lids currently are in place,
but the situation is quite dangerous because one or more sheep jumping on top of that tank could break through
and be unable to escape—and with the probable result of another botulism outbreak. Thus far, repeated
requests by the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn sheep to replace the damaged tank and to construct a
barrier that will prevent bighorn sheep from accessing the top of the tank have been firmly rejected by the
administration at Mojave National Preserve. If wildlife conservation was considered to be as important as
“solitude” or as a “wilderness experience”, I doubt the administration’s views would be the same.
—Dr. Vern Bleich is an independent wildlife biologist who worked for the California Department of Fish and Game for 34 years. He
currently resides in Bismarck, ND but remains active in the conservation and management of bighorn sheep and other large mammals
inhabiting arid landscapes throughout the western United States. He serves as an advisor to several nongovernmental organizations,
and to the Bureau of Land Management as a member of the Montana-Dakotas Resource Advisory Council. In the interest of
conserving space, the full citations of papers referenced in this article have not been included. Interested parties can, however,
request those references by contacting Vern (vcbleich@gmail.com) directly.

SCBS Annual Meeting - February 12, 2017

SCBS held it’s Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 12, 2017 at Bass Pro Shops in Rancho Cucamonga. Bass
Pro Shops was gracious to provide the meeting room and served lunch to all the attendees free of charge. The
Board of Directors for 2017 was voted on and confirmed:
Robert Burke
Tony Cimarusti
Jeff Crouse
Stevan Hart
Jennifer Hinojosa
Mark LeCompte
Norm Lopez
Steve Marschke

760-617-9261
714-538-7708
760-680-9819
714-323-4843
760-246-3115
661-904-3408
909-887-2279
310-543-1862

John Maney
John Nelson
George Sutton
Glenn Sudmeier
Gary Thomas
Terry Anderson
Dave Smith
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714-269-9028
661-713-5983
714-870-6301
760-389-2498
951-206-6410
760-408-7118
760-617-3291

Looks are Deceiving - A Second Look With An Open Mind
“A Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing”

At first glance this looks like a desert bighorn sheep, perhaps a ewe. If we look closely will see it's much more
than that. To start with the neck is too short to be a bighorn sheep yet it’s about the right length for a human.
Then if we look at the legs will see that it would be impossible for bighorn sheep to pose its legs in this position,
though would be natural for a human being. This is a human being in sheep's clothing, that is a predator taking
on the identity of the prey, in order to make it the victim. Of course this person is doing this to make a kill to
feed himself and his family. Another way to understand this is he's making a kill to give life to himself and his
family. These philosophical and spiritual concepts were not lost on these ancient people indeed they would've
talked about them around the campfire for ages. Even today there are still a few people that sit around the
campfire and talk about these things, and this will go on till the night when the last campfires goes out and these
things are no more. In that time, perhaps this ancient glyph may still be there to give mute testimony to a world
that no longer has understanding. By Carlos Gallinger, thewayofthings.org

Photos are the remnant herd at the Mitsubishi Mine on the Cushenbury grade.
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EMAIL : If you would like to have the Newsletter sent by e-mail let Bob Burke know at
cameracoordinator@sheepsociety.com ( not only does this save postage and paper, it’s in living color). You
can still get a paper copy via regular mail.
WEBSITE : Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep is
on-line ~ sheepsociety.com

Monthly Meeting
The SCBS Board of Directors meets at about 6:00 p.m. on the 2 nd Tuesday of each month in the conference
room at Bass Pro Shops, 7777 Victoria Gardens Lane, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730. You are invited to
attend any and all board meetings, to bring a friend, to visit, and, hopefully, to participate.

29 Palms / Marine Corps Update
During scouting efforts conducted by SCBS volunteers in 2016, 4 sites were identified for construction
of new Raincatcher water developments and that information was presented to the Natural Resources
department of the Marine Corp (NREA). They agreed with SCBS suggestions and worked to obtain a permit
per NEPA requirements. We had hoped that the permitting effort would have been completed in time for
construction to
be scheduled during the winter/spring of 2017.
However, due to some personnel changes at NREA
and their efforts to relocate tortoise from the newly
expanded Johnson Valley area, they were not able
to finalize the permit until April. By that time the
training schedules had been filled for May and we
felt that June would be too late (and therefore too
hot) for any construction efforts. Now that the
permits are ready, we are fully expecting to be able
to arrange projects for the upcoming fall/winter
season. Stay tuned and try to block out some time
in your calendars!
We are pretty excited about this long-term
Cooperative effort – 2 systems were constructed in
the 1990’s (Cleghorn and Bullion), two Raincatcher style in 2012-2013 (Sunshine and Argos),
three more in 2014-2015 (Rainbow 1 & 2, Sunshine 2.) With the upcoming installations it will
bring the total water developments within the Marine Corp base to 11.
During a recent scouting effort, Glenn Sudmeier, John Nelson, John Voght and Steve
Marschke spent 4 days scouting in two additional training zones: Lead Mountain and America
Mine. We were accompanied for
one day by Ilima Segoviano and Mary Lane Poe from NREA and for 2 days by Paige Prentice of
Ca DFW. We covered a lot of ground and hiked 6 different routes for a total of nearly 16 miles.
We were able to locate a tinaja that was sighted in the 1996 aerial survey. It was dry but showed
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signs of holding water for at least a few months. We had a few minor mishaps on 3 different
vehicles: dead battery, broken sway bar mount, broken battery tray, and Steve had to make last
minute run to Amboy to refuel ($5/gallon) after stalling on steep hill (turned out to be a tank
obstacle course!) where the fuel pump was starved due to the extreme slope. The bad news is
that we didn’t find any major signs of bighorn use, a few recent tracks but no scat, vegetation
was adequate but not spectacular even after the wet winter that we had. The good news is that
we did not have enough time (and energy) to fully explore all regions of these two training zones
so there is still some possibility for these two areas. We decided that it could support bighorn in
the future when the adjoining areas have larger herds. ~ by Steve Marschke

Fundraising
After nearly one year after the grant award was announced, the actual contract was finally
signed by DFW for the cultural resources study associated with our state lands lease application.
We can now move forward on that project.
We secured another grant from DFW Big Game Management Account! This time it is
for installation of additional satellite water monitoring systems – 8 complete systems and 2
additional sensors for existing systems! That will bring to total number of water developments
with remote monitoring capability to 20! Thanks to George Sutton, John Maney, Stevan Hart
and all of the other volunteers that have helped to keep the satellite systems working. ~ S.M.

Thank you, Sylmar Hills Sportsman’s Club
Unfortunately, this club has suffered poor membership and made the difficult decision to
disband. At the request of long time member Ron Vickery, they donated $7826.54 of their
remaining funds to SCBS. Ron Vickery is a life member of SCBS and maintained many springs
in the Avawatz Moutains for many years. Sad to see the end of another conservation group, but
thank you. ~ S.M.

Dick Weaver Memorial Fund
Thanks to the generosity of the following volunteers we have $4575 in this fund:
Doug and Debbie Wood
Vern Bleich
James DeForge
Gerald Miller
Terry Mansfield
Michael Wolter
Bruce Parks
James Schuck
George Scarmon

Ivan Wycoff
Robert Snook
Virginia Barga
Harry Harper
Norm Lopez
Stevan Hart
Bob Jurgens
[anonymous]
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Old Dad Big Game Guzzler Repaired!

After the repair was finished

Prepped and cleaned up

After much discussion about permitting related to a long term solution of replacing the aging tanks, Neal
Darby and coworkers from Mojave Preserve fixed the cracked tank at Old Dad Peak in March. They used a
small butane powered plastic welder, much like a soldering iron. There is some concerns about how long the
repairs might last due to the age and type of material in the tank. The leak in tank #3 has been repaired, at least
for now but we’ll keep watching. Thanks, Neal!

Water Hauling
This is the first year of our 3 year grant for the annual water hauling effort. The grant helps us pay for
Big Red, the water pump, fire hoses, and even food and mileage for the volunteers. Water has already been
hauled to Kerr, Cady, Bearclaw. Thanks to Terry Anderson for spearheading the hauling projects and to Linda
and John Roy for keeping track of all the receipts and submitting the invoice to DFW so we can get
reimbursed. For those of you that helped, you are entitled to partial recovery of your mileage and food – make
sure to submit all your receipts. If you don’t wish to be reimbursed we still need your receipts and will gladly
accept your donation to SCBS. If more reimbursements are requested than the amount of funding allocated in
the grant, John and Linda will pro-rate each participant’s contribution.

Photos by Deb Miller Marschke of the Kerr Guzzler water haul. That’s Neal Darby from the Mojave Preserve in
the first photo (Thanks for your support, Neal!) Steve Marschke, Ken Eltrich, and John Voght in center photo.
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San Gabriel Bighorn Sheep Survey Feb 25th-26th, 2017
The 2017 annual San Gabriel Mountain Bighorn Sheep Survey was carried out February 26th by
approximately 100 volunteers. For the fourth consecutive year, weather challenges limited the number of
bighorn sighted. Scheduling for this annual event requires advanced planning that precludes rescheduling in
response to weather. Once again, slick, snow covered routes made Lookout Mtn. and the Deer/Day Canyon
routes inaccessible. Visibility was challenging, with a cloud ceiling at ~5,000 ft. enveloping established
observation points. Volunteers hiked through sporadic rain at lower elevations and snow squalls at higher
elevations, to observe a total of 23 bighorn sheep. Participants in the South Fork of Lytle Creek and South Fork
of Big Rock Creek all saw animals, whereas a fleeting glimpse of an unidentified sheep was made in the Middle
Fork of Lytle Creek, and one observer was lucky enough to see a ram above Baldy Village in San Antonio
Canyon.
The number of animals recorded at the limited number of areas and under poor visibility was
unsurprisingly fewer than the long term norm (Figure 1). Conditions were not comparable to past survey efforts,
which limits our ability to determine how many bighorn sheep are out there, or learn much about reproduction
from the small sample. In years when conditions permit, simultaneous aerial and ground surveys are conducted.
That "double-count" method allows us to generate an accurate population estimate for the San Gabriel
population. This year’s survey once again demonstrated the impressive tenacity of volunteers to persevere and
document bighorn sheep under tough conditions. While this year’s survey did not provide sufficient information
to estimate the number of bighorn sheep, we are hopeful that the population is stable or growing from the last
valid range-wide estimate (in 2011) of 418 animals in the San Gabriel Range. The Department of Fish and
Wildlife, along with joint sponsors the Angeles and San Bernardino National Forests, and Society for
Conservation of Bighorn Sheep, want to express our gratitude to all of the volunteers. Your willingness to
participate, rain-or-shine, made this year’s survey memorable, if not entirely successful. We hope you enjoyed
being a part of the survey and we hope to see you again (under more favorable weather conditions) next year!
~~ Jeff Villepique (California Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Wildlife Biologist) and Ann Berkley & Angelica
Mendoza (U.S. Forest Service Wildlife Biologists).
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Attention ! Cady BGG Replacement Project Approved, Volunteers Needed!
Short notice ~ We Need You on July 21-22!
By Steve Marschke, SCBS President
This system has been a mediocre collector and receives heavy bighorn use. Over the years many
modifications have been implemented to increase the storage and the collection but bighorn use still outpaces
the capacity. We typically haul several thousand gallons of water per year. We suggested to BLM a few years
ago that we could replace the entire system with a Raincatcher style system and simultaneously increase the
capacity and reduce the visual impact of the system and reduce the environmental impact of the water hauling
efforts. They agreed. We submitted a grant request to DFW to pay for the new system and removal of the old
system. However, due to permitting delays at BLM, we had to obtain 2 extensions on the grant. The permit is
finally approved, however, the grant extension is only until September 1 so we are forced to perform the task
during the hot summer months. The good news is that we are allowed to use construction equipment to dig the
hole so we will rent a tractor for the toughest part of the job. I realize that this is a tough time to install a Mojave
guzzler, but with all the hoops we have to jump through these days, we have to be tougher than our adversaries
Due to some upcoming obligations on my part, we are planning on the weekend of July 21-22 2017 for
this project. That will give us some extra weekends before the deadline to complete the entire project. Friday
July 21 will mainly be a day for hauling materials and tractor work. Plan for a very early start Saturday
morning so we can beat the heat. Dry camping will be in the vicinity of Newberry Springs (most likely Camp
Cady). Camp and project arrangements are currently being worked out, so sign up ASAP and we will forward
the details as soon as they are arranged. Sign up with John or Linda Roy at 562-697-7232 or email
johnandlindaroy@yahoo.com.

Letter to the Editor
Dear Debbie,
I first learned about Dick Weavers passing when I received the Sheep Sheet and then received the notice
of the Celebration of Life from Sacramento. I called Dick and Doris’s son Bill and had to tell him I won’t be
able to attend the April 17 Celebration as I can no longer travel. Dick was the only one besides myself who was
there at the very beginning of the Water for Wildlife Survey which was near the beginning of the Sheep Society.
I will miss receiving notes from Dick and I sent Doris a letter and card with my condolences. I will be 95 on
April 9 - God willing - and If I’m still able I will try to send in another letter to the editor if I can scare
something of interest up in my memory. I want to thank you for all you have done in making my thoughts
readable when you receive them.
We have lost Mr. Bighorn as you have depicted him and Dick has given so much of his time and know
how about Desert Bighorn. We have all lost a good friend who gave so much to all of us who gave of our time
to make water available to the critters who so depend on the work of so many dedicated people who made this
possible and Dick Weaver was #1.
Best to you all,
Bob Jurgens (3-12-17)
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THE SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP
A California Non-Profit Organization is looking for:
Sportsmen and Conservationists who are concerned about our California Desert Bighorn sheep and who are willing to get involved to
make a difference. Be a part of history with our program to put bighorn sheep back in their historical ranges. The Society works with
the California Department of Fish and Game and the Bureau of Land Management in programs such as: sheep transplanting and
propagation; habitat improvement; wildlife census; research and development; and many more. If this sounds exciting and fulfilling
to you, then fill out the following application and join the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep today! Check our website
at:

www.desertbighorn.org
**************************************************************************************

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP
Attn: SCBS Membership Chairman
5801 Calico Cove Court
Bakersfield, CA 93306
Name: _______________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ______________
Phone: (H) _________________________

(W) _____________________________

E-Mail Address (Optional): _______________________________________________
Make checks payable to: SCBS
Annual ………………$35.00/Year New _____ Renewal _____
Student (Full Time). $20.00/Year New _____
Life ………………….$300.00

New _____

Renewal _____
___option:3 Qtrly Pmt of ($100.00)

Corporate ………….$1000.00/Year
Enclosed is my Tax Deductible check for $_______ which includes my contribution of $________ to help you
support desert wildlife.
Please send me information on the Society’s desert water projects. Yes ___ No ____
Where did you hear about SCBS? __________________________________________
SCBS Sponsor: _________________________________________________________
************************************************************************
Application Received: ______
Funding Received: _______
Voted In: ______

Member Card Sent: _______
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Mojave Bighorn Photo by Jerry DuPree
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