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Photograph of white Desert Bighorn ram
taken recently on waterhole project by
Dr, Loren Lutz
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE
SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP
By Loren Lutz
Organized in 1963, this is the first, longest active
incorporated group of citi?ens organized for the benefit of
bighorn sheep.
Its first purpose was to publicize the plight of the bighorn,
an accomplishment well documented.
The next project was to identify the problems that wild sheep
have - also we11 documented.
Obviously, the third objective was to solve those problems.
We have produced documentaries, motion pictures, slide shows,
television commentaries, talks, and reams of written words.
We have fought for habitat protection: San Gorgonio, Trail
Peak, Mt. Baldy, Martinez Canyon, Coyote Canyon, Teton Wilderness,
etc., from Canada south through Mexico.
We were the first civilian group allowed to do biological
research on bighorn in the San Gabriel Mountains and the Santa
Rosa Mountains.
We have purchased land in Martinez Canyon and have led the
fight for a zoological area in the Sierras and a preserve in the
Santa Rosa Mountains.
Studies indicated that lack of water was a limiting factor
for bighorn reproduction.
Over $3,000,000.00 in effort and
monetary contributions have been made in the deserts since 1970.
Thirteen bighorn transplants have been made during this time,
all successful.
The eatimate made in 1883 of bighorn population in California
was about 2,000 animals.
The estimate in 1963 was about 2,000.
the estimate in 1987 is about 5,000 animals.
An Example:
the Old Dad area in 1970 contained less than 25
sheep.
128 animals have been transplanted from there since our
water projects have been instituted. About 250 sheep are still
there, one whale of a success story.
Our first statewide sheep count was held in 1969, a massive
effort by volunteers. Since then we have had yearly counts.
Our
San Gabriel Mountains sheep count has had over 100 participants
each year for many, many years.
Two wilderness areas, Golden Trout and Sheep Mountain, were
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directly organized by the Society.
We are also directly re~ponsible for legislation leading to
the control by the Department of Fish & Game of this wildlife
species and have had successfully introduced legislation for water
source protection and burro removal.
Our goal, "10,000 by 2000", will be accomplished.
population will double by the year 2000.

The

* * * * * *

Bill McIntyre and wife Jean, recipient of Sheep Society
award for outstanding service.

WATERHOLE COUNT A SUCCESS

By George Taylorson
Approximately 100 of the faithful gathered at T&J's
restaurant for the annual banquet of the Bighorn Sheep Society.
After an enjoyable happy hour where everyone had an opportunity to
get acquainted, Dr. Loren Lutz, president, called the banquet to
order. Guests were introduced and then a delicious filet mignon
dinner was served.
Special awards were presented to those who had made an
outstanding contribution to the Bighorn Sheep of the State of
California. The first recipient was Bill McIntyre who is a life
long friend of bighorn sheep here in California.
The second
recipient was Bob Vernoy of the DFG.
Vernoy has contributed to
bighorn sheep for a number of years and has been a friend to all
who work on the numerous projects. The third award was presented
to the Panorama Sportsmens Club, who, as with the others, has made
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a great contribution to bighorn sheep in California.
After the awards were made, George Kerr entertained everyone
with a beautiful slide presentation honoring everyone who had
worked the waterhole projects.
To conclude the evening Dr. David Jessup of DFG gave a
fascinating speech concerning the disease problem confronting
bighorn sheep in California and what is being done. This was one
of the most interesting speakers the Sheep Society has had in some
time.
After saying their farewells, everyone went their separate
ways until the next waterhole project. This was one of the
highlights of the year for all who attended.

* * * * * *
TRANSPLANTS

Over the past two years, six bighorn relocations were
performed as cooperative ventures by BLM, the California
Department of Fish & Game, and the Society for the Conservation of
Bighorn Sheep. Highlights from one of those "transplant" efforts
are mentioned here.
In July 1986, 44 bighorn were trapped - 26 from the Kelso
Peak/Old Dad Mountains, and 19 from the Marble Mountains.
Sixteen
were released in Sheephole Mountains to augment a population of
approximately 5 living there.
Aerial counts and ground counts now
indicate a reproducing population of 25 animals in the area of
release.
The remaining 28 bighorn from this capture were released
in the Whipple Mountains.
Prior to that time, there has been two
additional releases in the Whipples.
The Whipple Mountains transplants are a real success story.
Due to a high intrusion of burros and recreation use along the
Colorado River, there had been no bighorn in the Whipples since
the 1950's. After burro removals and the addition of watersites
in the mountains, the transplants began.
Lamb survival has been
excellent:
the minimum estimated population in the Whipples is
now 100 animals.
Additional releases last year in the Argus Range and at
Wheeler Ridge reintroduced 62 bighorn to historic habitat.
All
reintroductions of bighorn sheep in California appear to have a
good chance of establishing viable herds.
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SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP
WATER FOR WILDLIFE RAFFLE IN FULL SWING
By John Doll
The main fundraisers and source of funds for the waterhole
projects is our annual raffle.
Raffle tickets have been sent to
all members for selling.
If you didn't get yours be sure to give
George Kerr a call at (805) 526-3787.
Following is a list of this
year's prizes to be awarded by draw on July 4, 1988.
SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP
WATER FOR WILDLIFE RAFFLE
1st Prize:

7 DAY TRIP TO THE MARSHALL ISLANDS, BIG GAME FISHING,
SNORKELING & TOURING WITH AIR FARE AND HOTEL
ACCOMMODATIONS.
Donated by: Bill Shirley & Northstar Maritime Corp.

2nd Prize:

WYOMING FISHING TRIP
5 DAYS AT ELK TRACK RANCH
Donated by: Dr. Lutz, Elk Track Ranch

3rd Prize:

WYOMING FISHING TRIP - 5 DAYS AT ELK TRACK RANCH
Donated by: Dr. Lutz, Elk Track Ranch

4th Prize:

TROPHY WILD BOAR HUNT OUT OF PASO ROBLES
Donated: by Tom Willoughby

5th Prize:

VGX 270 WEATHERBY AND SUPREME 3 X 9 SCOPE
Donated by Society for Bighorn Sheep and Weatherby
SHEEP BOLO AND BELT BUCKLE AND PENDANT
Donated by: John Doll and Bob Campbell

6th Prize:
7th Prize:

-

THE DESERT BIGHORN BOOK
Donated by: Phil Bakke
AIRFARE OR TRANSPORTATION NOT INCLUDED
UNLESS OTHERWISE STIPULATED
DRAWING WILL BE HELD ON JULY 4 1 1988
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
Your presence is not required to win
DONATION:
$1.00

* * * * * *
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Photographs taken on Wyoming fishing trip being donated
by Dr. Lutz, Elk Track Ranch to be awarded from this years
raffle.
EDUCATION AND MARKETING
GO HAND IN HAND
By Al Ridley
In an initial meeting, held on April 20, 1987, s.c.B.S.
Committee on Education members diacussed ideas in ar1 effort to
establish a focus on the objectives of this committee, and the
required actions to achieve these goals.
The following is a list of the objectives which we feel fall
directly under the format of the committee.
1.

Collect and disseminate information to the general public
about the history, the purposes and the long-term goals of
the Sheep Society.

2.

Continue to describe the problems that plague bighorn sheep.
Provide factual information to support methods endorsed by
the Sheep Society are going to result in increased herd size
and an increase of over-all health.

3.

Provide information to demonstrate that conservation and
proper management, not preservation and it's "hands-off"
policy is the correct means to help big horn sheep (and other
wildlife).

4.

Est~blish a list of "target groups" with probable high
interest in the Sheep Society. Who are they? And how do we
get them involved on our beha~f? Increase interest in the
Sheep Society, and we should be able to increase interest in
the -sheep society, and we should be able to increase our
membership proportionately.
Not only do we increase
manpower, but with it, also an increase in expertise and cash
flow, these advantages precipitate success.
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5.

Make information available to our membership, so that each
member, may clearly and factually, educate on the behalf of
the sheep society.

6.

Produce and provide to our legislative committee, information
either in support or non-support of timely legislation that
will have any impact on sheep or the sheep society.

As you can see, the goals that we hope to attain, are both
broad and far reaching, in terms of both man-hours and monetary
cost, we have a vast and complicated task ahead.
All of the items
previously addressed, need immediate and serious attention.
The following list is a set of proposals this committee
feels, should have the greatest possible impact on our stated
objectives.
We are looking for the highest rate of return on the
investment of time and expenditure of funds.
The individual
methods, when combined, produce a strategy that should yield a
high degree of success on an almost immediate basis~ and will
continue to gain momentum.
1.

Develop an advertising/marketing strategy to "sell" the sheep
society.
Begin with a high quality "attractive"
brochure/membership application consisting of text and photos
in a tri-fold design.
This brochure must be made available
on a large scale by either placement at appropriate sites or
by direct mail to specific "target" individuals.

2.

Compile and produce information packets intended for specific
"target" groups that would include:
Sportsman's Clubs
Printed or network news media
Anti-hunting/animals rights groups
Youth Groups
General/Interested Parties
These packets would be able to address information directly
to the inter-e-s-t..s of each of these groups, thereby producing
much more positive results.

3.

Engineer and construct a professional looking booth to be
used at sportsmen's shows, RV and boat shows, county fairs
etc.
Provide printed materials to be used as hands-outs at
these events.

4.

Create slide or video programs that can be presented live
with narration.
Also produce video cassettes of these
programs that could be mailed to a group upon request, (in
cases where actual attendance would not be possible).
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5.

Increase participation of the current membership.
Find ways
to re-kindle enthusiasm, and get our members involved.

6.

Increase our attendance at Sheep Society sponsored events,
and at desert projects.
Create a "high profile" image that
allows each and every one of us to tell our story, the way it
really is.

7.

Seek out and "court" corporate benefactors.
Use all means at
our disposal to solicit participation of a monetary nature,
or the donation of materials, tools, etc.
This avenue may
allow us to develop a strong financial base outside the Sheep
Society.

We all know that the primary goal of the Sheep Society is to
put more wild sheep back into the historic ranges of California.
We all work very hard at various tasks to accomplish this.
Yet,
after many hours of serious contemplation, it has become apparent
that our traditional methods have only done part of the job. We
can certainly be proud of the past work.
There are more sheep in
California because of our efforts~ but there are only a few that
have this knowledge of the Sheep Society.
Most people in this
state have no idea that we even exist, let alone who we are and
what we are trying to do.
This is where a change must come
--quickly!
Along with all the work that we do in the desert, we must
begin to market the Sheep Society as well.
We need to create a
high profile image.
Steps must be taken to get the word out to
the general public.
There are potentially thousands that would
love to help - but help who?
Many of our counterpart organizations spend thousands of
dollars just telling people that they exist!
They market
themselves just as any business would do.
They consider the money
spent in advertising and promotion as an investment in growth.
Growth, in our case, leads to success.
1988 should be the year that the members of the Sheep Society
take a hard look at where we are going, and how fast we are
satisfied in getting there.
It is the thought of this committee
that we need to spend some time and money building an image that
not only "we" can be proud of.

* * * * * *
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VOLUNTEERS AND GUZZLERS AID DESERT BIGHORN
By Ralph Lindenmeyer
(Reprinted from Outdoor California)
The Mojave Desert is a lonely place-or so it seems to a
stranger.
Turning my Volkswagon camper north onto Highway 127
from Baker, the last major outpost before Nevada, I headed for
Shoshone, a distance of 58 miles, toward the big game guzzler
campsite.
I was invited by
California Department
labor force in action
benefit bighorn sheep

Vern Bleich, a wildlife biologist for the
of Fish and Game, to witness the volunteer
as they constructed a big game guzzler to
here in the California desert mountains.

As far as the eye can see, there is nothing here but low
scrub-brush and rocks.
Occasionally, on this early Spring day, a
patch of bright yellow flowers appear, breaking the desert
sameness.
Off in the distance, stark mountain ranges rise
abruptly from the desert floor.
In summer this area is an inferno, with temperatures soaring
to more than 100 degrees farenhieght daily.
On this day, however,
the thermometer has remained steady in the mid-60s, dropping to
near freezing at night.
Surprisingly, the desert is home to a wide variety of
wildlife, including coyotes, foxes, bobcats and skunks.
The
largest mammal in the desert is the bighorn sheep, with exception
of the feral burro, the chief competitor of the bighorn sheep,
for available water.
Ruth Kirk describes the desert bighorn in her book, Desert,
as being "traditionalist,'' since they gather in small groups,
making the sa~e rounds of foraging and watering that their
forebears made.
They travel from watering hole to forage in
single file, plucking a bite to eat from the tops of a Mormon tea
or brittlebush, in passing, she writes.
Nevertheless, the feral burro has invaded territory inhabited
by bighorn sheep and has deprived them of precious water.
The
burro 'has been known to gulp down five gallons of water in two and
one-half minutes.
Bighorn sheep were one of the earliest immigrants to North
America.
They are believed to have come from Asia via the Bering
land bridge. Many petroglyphs, chipped in rock by early human
residents, have been discovered throughout the California desert,
depicting the unmistakable ram horns in graphic detail.
Bighorn sheep prospered and were numerous in North America at
11

the beginning of the 19th century.
Today about 40,000 roam the
ranges from Canada to Mexico and from the Rocky Mountains to the
Pacific Ocean.
In southern California about 4,000 are known to
populate many of the rugged desert mountains.
Although bighorn sheep are tough and have the ability to
adapt to all sorts of conditions, they cannot survive without
water-a precious commodity, especially during the extreme heat of
the summer months.
The California desert bighorn are three and one-half to four
feet high and weigh around 150-200 pounds.
They are brownish in
color and have fur more akin to mountain goats than to sheep.
A
large patch of white appears on the rump.
The rams are known the
world over for their magnificent curled horns, which are the envy
of all trophy hunters.
California law prohibits sheep hunting,
although the adjoining states, many of which have fewer sheep,
allow hunting on a limited basis.
Biological knowledge indicates
several populations in California are capable of being hunted on
similarly limited basis.
According to directions given me by the Society for the
Conservation of Bighorn Sheep, the campsite was 12 miles east of
Shoshone, off Highway 178. The predetermined site for the guzzler
was high up in the Nopah Mountains, nearly five miles form the
campsite.
Nopah is an Indian word meaning, "no water," which makes
these mountains an appropriate site for the installation of a big
game guzzler.
I was among the first to arrive~ The snow atop the Nopahs
glistened in the sunlight and deep shadows fell across the
campsite at the north end of Chicago Valley.
As darkness
descended, a curioug selection of offroad vehicles began to
gather.
All during the night they came, snaking their way across
the uncharted desert land, guided only by headlights and a huge
campfire glowing in the dark.
By morning these hearty volunteers
will start out across the unfriendly desert floor toward the
Nopahs, where a big game guzzler will be installed.
"Some populations of desert bighorn sheep," says Bleich,
director of the Desert Water Project, "have increased
substantially in the last 10 years.
This is due largely to the
work of many volunteers who continually support our projects of
wildlife habitat im~rov~ment."
Recently, Bleich spoke at a wild~ife convention in Nevada and
presented a paper, "Volunte~rs and Wildlife Habitat Management:
Twelve Years Together," in which he lauded the efforts made by the
volunteers.
"The foundation of the volunteer program began in 1969,"
Bleich said, "when interested conservationists and the California
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Department of Fish & Game became involved in a mutual pact known
as the volunteer desert water and wildlife survey.
Its main
function was to assist the department with wildlife management
activities in the desert regions of Southern California."
"Between July 1, 1969 and July 31, 1983," Bleich said,
"members of this sut:"vey contt:"ibuted 13,281 man-days of labor,
899,493 vehicle miles, and $206,495 worth of other goods and
services to the department.
Total cash value of these
contt:"ibutions exceed $1,337,000."
Participants, Bleich said "are involved primarily in four
aspects of wildlife habitat management:
o

Water hole surveys,

o

Small game guzzler maintenance,

o

Spring development and maintenance, and

o

Construction and maintenance of artificial big game
watering devices or big game guzzlers.

"When we consider," Bleich said, "what has been accomplished
by members of the Volunteer Desert Water and Wildlife Survey over
the past 14 years, it is truly impressive.
Between 1969 and 1983
our records indicate that volunteers performed maintenance on or
inspected big game guzzlers a total of 350 times; performed
maintenance on or inspected 975 small game guzzlers; developed and
maintained 84 springs; inspected and reported on 563 other
springs; and constructed 39 big game guzzlers."
"Currently," Bleich continued, "within our region of 37
million acres there are 1,400 small game guzzlers, more than 500
springs and 30 big game guzzlers."
"Extensive preparation is involved in a project such as
tomorrow's construction," Bleich told me, glancing towards the
snow-capped Nopahs.
"First, an appropriate site must be selected,
usually by helicopter, then a ground inspection is made.
An
agreement must be then reached with the land-owning agency to
allow the project to proceed.
Environmental documents must be
completed.
Finally, all necessary tools and equipment must be
flown into ~he site prior to the arrival of the volunteers."
Glenn w. Sudmeier, coordinator of the Desert Water project
for the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep, arrived at
the campsite after dark.
He told me, "The Society was formed in
1964 for the purpose of seeking conservation and proper management
of wild sheep in North America."
Sudmeier and his son, Todd, who is also here, are both
veterans of big game guzzler installations.
The elder Sudmeier
will assume a leadership role in tomorrow's venture into the

13

Nopahs.
Besides Bleich, the DFG supervisory staff includes Lester
Coombes and Andrew Pauli, both wildlife biologists, and Theresa
Lindenmeyer, a seasonal aide. Also present is Don Landells, a
contract helicopter pilot who will fly the tools and equipment
into the work site.
Dawn broke the desert blackness with an icy chill, forcing
most of the 75 volunteers to wear clothing suitable for an Admiral
Byrd expedition to Antarctica. Thermal underwear was the unseen
uniform of the day.
The near-freezing temperatures did little to
dampen the enthusiasm of those in camp.
The sun was still hidden behind the Nopah mountains when Andy
Pauli led a caravan of four-wheel-drive vehicles across the
rugged, rocky terrain to the trailhead.
Bleich, Coombes and
Lindenmeyer stayed behind to put the equipment into cargo nets for
transportation to the work site by Landells' blue and white
he~icopter.
The working party will travel on foot from the
trailhead to the work site after all tools and equipment have
arrived.
It was a half-mile hike from the trailhead to the work site,
up a dry wash in a narrow canyon which serves as a run-off during
infrequent rains.
It was nearly 11 a.m. when Les Coombes blew his
whistle, signaling the start of work.
"Listen up," he said.
"The
record for completion of a big game guzzler is five hours, let's
see if we can beat that time today."
The work site was in a box canyon where a rock spillway
ascended about 100 feet up the canyon wall.
A natural basin was
located midway and it was here that Sudmeier and his crew will
prepare a small masonry dam. With a portable generator, they were
able to drill a rebar framework into the rock surrounding the·
cavity, extending the depth to almost four feet.
A two-inch
galvanized pipe was placed at the base of the dam.
Concrete mixed
down on the canyon floor was relayed in buckets along the
precarious canyon wall to form a permanent structure that will
catch rainwater and pipe it downhill to the storage tanks.
Among those participating in this segment of the project was
a Boy Scout from the Los Angeles area who needed this experience
to help him qualify for an Eagle Scout award. Another was Terry
Russi,~ wildlife biologist employed by the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management. Russi is a specialist in bighorn sheep and enjoys
spending his off-duty hours as a volunteer in this program.
"I like to know," Russi said, "what's going on with other
governmental agencies and I like to get my information first
hand." His wife is also a BLM wildlife biologist and is stationed
in Imperial County in Southern California.
As the concrete was being laid, the platform crew was busy
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building an 8-by 24-foot platform of rock, sand and cement. While
the concrete was still wet, three 1700-gallon plastic storage
tanks were rolled into place.
The pipe crew quickly connected
them to the pipeline running along the canyon wall to the dam.
The float valve-regulated drinker was the last item to be
installed and perhaps the .most important.
The drinker is
connected to the third storage tank by a three-quarter-inch
galvanized pipe.· The float valve allows water to flow into the
drinker side of the t~nk, t~~i assuring an ample supply of water
for those animale who later drink from it.
Sometime during 'the summer months, Bleich, Combes or Pauli
will return and check out the'pipelines for leaks.
At that time a
movie camera will be set up, mounted about 40 yards from the
drinker.
It is pre-set to snap one frame every 115 seconds in
daylight hours, and contains enough film to last a week.
In the
past, the camera has recorded almost every kind of desert animal
drinking from the guzzlers.
"Sometimes," Bleich told me later, "Specially-designed
fences have to be built around the drinker to let the bighorn
drink and to keep the feral burros out."
It was 3 p.m. when Les Coombes blew his whistle for the
second time and announced to the sweaty, ti red crew:
"You have
just set a new world record for the construction of a big game
guzzler-four hours on the button."
The band of workers broke into cheers and applause, noise
seldom heard in the Nopahs.
Tired but happy, the workers arrived back at camp around 5
p.m. Most of them were looking forward to the evening's campfire,
the social event of the weekend. After dinner, Bleich entertained
with his banjo, and guzzler installation veterans Marvin Wood and
Gary Dinsmore spearheaded the exchange of bighorn sheep sotires.
Most volunteers rose at dawn, cooked breakfast, said farewell
to fellow volunteers and departed.
I was among the last to leave.
As I turned my camper toward
Shoshone, I glanced back at the Nopahs and suddenly realized that
the desert is not a lonely place after all.

* * * * * *
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Sheep Society member Caroline Maddock and Senator Wilson
looking at the Old Dad Range
SHEEP SOCIETY MEMBERS EXPLAIN DESERT TO SENATOR WILSON
California United States Senator Pete Wilson was taken on a
tour of the fast Mojave scenic area by organizations opposed to
Senator Cranston's Desert Protective Act. 9.7.
He was shown the lava beds and Old Dad Range during the tour
and seeing things like wild sheep, real burros and water for
wildlife installations.
Proposed under the act the impossibility
of managing wildlife resources-both vegetative and animal-was
thoroughly explored with the Senator and his staff.

* * * * * *
BIGHORN SHEEP VOLUNTEER PROJECT SCHEDULE SET FOR 1988
Officially its name is "The Volunteer Desert and Wildlife
Survey." Unofficially, it is the volunteer bighorn sheep
bunch--hunters and conservationists who, for the past 19 years,
have donated untold thousands of long, hard hours toward the
Department of Fish & Game's project to literally "grow" native
wild m9untain sheep in rugged desert mountain ranges.
Don Jones, volunteer project coordinator; and wildlife
biologist Les Coombes, DFG advisor to the group, have developed a
list of seven diverse projects to be accomplished during 1988.
"This year we will be building a new big game guzzler
(man-made water source to provide drinking water for wildlife
during the long, hot desert summers), rebuilding another guzzler,
installing gabions at yet another, constructing a fence to keep
cattle out of sheep country (domestic cattle can transmit disease

16

and foul wildlife water sources) and conducting two sheep census,"
Jones said.
He added that a third ''project", the annual Fun Camp-Out, is
set for a weekend in May at which time volunteers and perspective
volunteers are invited to take part in festivities in the Old Dad
Peak area of San Bernardino County.
Participants enjoy each
other's company, learn about and observe nearby wildlife including
bighorn sheep, and take part in frequent vociferous outbursts of
campfire sing-alongs.
Jones provided the following 1988 project schedule.
Alternate dates may be substituted should weather or logistic
restraints make cancellations necessary.
Jan. 16-17:
Installation of cattle fencing at Anza-Borrego
State Park, San Diego County.
Feb. 06-07:
Big game guzzler repair at Old Woman Mountains,
San Bernardino County (dinner to be provided by the Society for
the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep).
March 12-13:
Bighorn sheep census in San Gabriel Mountains,
Los Angeles County.
April 09-10:
Installation of a big game guzzler at the
Marble Mountains in San Bernardino County.
May
County.

14-15:

Fun Camp-Out at Old Dad Peak, San Bernardino

June
location.

64-05:

Big game guzzler repair at an as yet unnamed

July 1,2,3,4: Sheep census at mountain ranges to be selected
in the future.
Perspective volunteers can obtain additional information from
the DFG's wildlife management office in Long Beach.
Telephone
(213) 590-5158 to request bighorn sheep volunteer projects
information for 1988 to be mailed.
Even though you may have been
on the information list in 1987 you need to call again to receive
the information for 1988.
The volunteer program was developed in 1969 by the Society
for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep and the department to supply
volunteer labor for mountain sheep habitat improvement projects
developed by DFG biologists in· the 1960s.
Most recent department estimates indicate there is a
statewide population of approximately 4,780 native bighorn sheep.
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AUCTION
On March 12, 1988 at 6:00 p.m. at Irvine Hilton Towers the Society
for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep and Sci-Orange County will
jointly sponsor their annual tax-deductible fund raising banquet
auction.
$25 ADMISSION BY ADVANCE REGISTRATION INCLUDES DINNER AND DOOR PRIZES.
Raffle tickets may be purchased with early registration@
$4.00 each or at the door for $5.00
There will be about 75 auction items, 50 raffle items, and 3
door prizes.
*MASTERCARD & VISA ACCEPTED FOR
REGISTRATION AND FOR AUCTION ITEMS*
AUCTION ITEMS INCLUDE:

JEWELRY, ARTWORK, AFRICAN AND FOREIGN
HUNTS, VACATIONS, ANTELOPE HUNT IN
WYOMING, TROPHY MULE DEER IN MONTANA,
NORTHWEST TERRITORY HUNT FOR
SHEEP-MOOSE-CARIBOU, SHEEP HUNTS AND
MUCH, MUCH MORE!

Only paid reservations received by March 1, 1988 will include
entry in the Early Bird Door Prize drawing for a Beretta Model 303
semi-auto 12 gauge shotgun.
Send your tax deductible checks for dinner $25 each and
raffle tickets ($4 each, and save $1' per ticket)BEFORE 3-1-88
payable to either "Society for Conservation of Bighorn Sheep" or
11
SCI" to:
Phil Arciero, 950 N. Tustin ~ve., Anaheim, CA 92807,
or call Denise at (717) 632-7921 to reserve by Mastercard or Visa.
IRVINE HILTON TOWERS
17900 JAMBOREE ROAD
IRVINE, CA
6:00 P.M. - 3-12-88
RESERVATION FORM
NAME
TELEPHONE
ADDRESS
CITY _ _ _ _ _ STATE_ _ _ ZIP
NUMBER 1N PARTY
($25 EA)NUMBER OF RAFFLE TICKETS@ $4 EA - - ($5 AT THE DOOR_)_
MASTERCARD#
- - - - - - - - - - - -AMT.
- VISA#
- - -OR
- -CHARGED
-------EXPIRATION DATE
ENCLOSED
----SIGNATURE
MAIL TO:
PHIL ARCIERO, 950 W. TUSTIN AVE., ANAHEIM, CA 92807
ALL LINES AND PHONE# MUST BE FILLED IN TO USE CREDIT CARDS
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BIGHORN SHEEP ON THE MOVE
By Sharon Peterson and B. "Moose" Peterson
(Reprinted From Outdoor California)
Early California pioneers were witness to California's vast,
grand wildlife in its undisturbed wilderness.
From the top of a
hill one could look out on mile after mile of openness and see all
types of wildlife dotting the landscape, especially large game
mammals.
In those early days, Roosevelt and tule elk, grizzly and
black bear, pronghorn antelope, mule and blacktailed deer, and
bighorn sheep abounded - each in its own nitch, some in vast
herds.
As people settled the state, wildlife habitat was lost to
cities and to land needed for crops to feed the people.
Large
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Capture team led by DFG wildlife biologist Vern Bleich
(orange suit) spreads out heavy capture net in this January 1987 operation in the San Gabriel Mountains.

After three weeks of feeding wild sheep, volunteer Bill
Mclntyer has the animals eating calmly beneath the
capture net.

Capture crew members calm and restrain bighorn sheep trapped when capture
net is dropped.

Bleich and DFG wildlife pathologist
Bill Clark check bighorn sheep being
airlifted from capture site.
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mammals were shot outright because they were an easily obtainable,
inexpensive food source.
This onslaught caused a rapid decline in
animal populations of large mammals.
So much food was needed and
the animals were practically in the miners' back yard, making them
easy targets.
The Nelson bighorn sheep was one of the large mammals whose
population suffered badly with the invasion of humans into its
habitat.
The bighorn was gone from much of its range by the early
1900s because of habitat loss, hunting pressures and disease
carried by domestic sheep.
Isolated populations were left in
areas of desert or rugged mountain canyons.
Today, because of the
ongoing efforts of the California Department of Fish & Game and
volunteer groups such as the Society for the Conservation of
Bighorn Sheep, bighorn sheep are regaining some of their historic
range.
It is now possible in a few parts of the state to see
bighorn sheep living out their unique existence in healthy
numbers.
This has come about because of dedicated individuals
including many volunteers, putting in thousands of hours on
various projects to improve bighorn sheep habitat and by moving
the sheep back into range where they lived many decades ago.
In primitive times, the chains of high mountain ranges from
Alaska to Mexico furnished habitat for several races of bighorn
sheep.
Three of these races occur in California - the Nelson
bighorn, the California bighorn and the Peninsula bighorn.
Bighorn sheep are scattered in bands high along the west side
of the Owens Valley, on the eastern slopes of the Sierra Nevada
and from the White Mountains in Mono County south to Mexico.
Bands may be found throughout the desert mountains of·southern
California.
And the high, forbidding peaks of the San Gabriel
Mountains, within 50 miles of downtown Los Angeles, still have a
thrifty population to delight the hardiest naturalist.
Both the male and female bighorn grow horns that are never
shed. Growth rings indicate the animal's age.
The ewe's horns
are flat, slightly curved, and only 8 to 10 inches long.
The
ram's horns are similar until it is two years old.
Then its horns
begin to grow into a massive, round, full curl.
The head and horns of an adult ram may weigh more than 30
pounds.
With increasing age, the bighorn sheep tend to rub the
horn ends to a blunt tip.
The coat of a bighorn is not woolly but
is more the texture and color of deer hair: it is darker on the
ram.
Bighorn sheep separate and live in ram bands and ewe bands
most of the year, but they gather together during the breeding
season, which in California extends from September to December,
depending on the location.
During the breeding season, the rams fight to determine which
will be the dominant animal and do most of the breeding.
A fight
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between two adult rams is a spectacle not soon forgotten.
Facing
each other, sometimes 20 or 30 feet apart, they rear and charge in
almost a stately jousting match, crashing their massive horns
together time after time until one or the other retires.
The females breed at 18 months and the single lambs are born
in 180 days.
The lambs start tasting different things in a few
days and are completely weaned in four or five months.
Bighorn
sheep feed on various kinds of grasses, leafy weeds and shrubs and
are able to utilize the moisture from their food.
If the food has
considerable moisture, the animals may range as far as 20 miles
from water.
In the hot dry months they come to water twice a week
- more often, if water is near.

* * * * * *
DFG CHINA LAKE BIGHORN SHEEP RELOCATION COMPLETED
A total of 15 Nelson bighorn sheep are becoming accustomed to
new surroundings at China Lake Naval Weapons Center, the result of
Department of Fish & Game mountain sheep translocation project
number 13, conducted October 1-2.
The 11 ewes and fom:: rams were capt u:ced and removed from a

population of bighorn located at Old Dad Peak, San Bernardino
County, and relocated to Eagle Crags, 37 miles southeast of
Ridgecrest and also in San Bernardino County.
Vern Bleich, DFG wildlife biologist and project leader, said
the enterprise was conducted to augment a 25-animal population
successfully reestablished within hi~toric bighorn sheep range at
Eagle Crags in 1983.
"That activity represented the preliminary step to
reestablish a population in the area," Bleich said.
In all, 13 such translocation projects have been completed
throughout Southern California and the eastern Sierra since 1979.
Long-range plan for the Eagle Crags group is to establish a
100-sheep population.
Bleich said the early-October capture effort was perhaps the
team's most difficult accomplishm~nt to date.
He said the wild sheep were clustered in small groups of one
to three .animals and- were exceedingly difficult to spot' from the
air.
Mountain sheep are located for capture by an observer who
skims above rugged mountain terrain in a helicopter, and then the
animals are "nudged" by the helicopter toward specially placed
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linear drive nets.
Once sheep have become entangled in a net, trained capture
crew members restrain each animal with hobbles and eye coves.
Captured sheep were then air-lifted by a second helpcopter to
a base camp where each animal was processed, affixed with
identification on ear tags and collars and then loaded aboard
specially designed vehicles for ground transport to their new home
at Eagle Crags.
In addition to identification tags and collars, small radio
transmitter collars were attached to eight adult sheep.
Bleich said the new augmented group will be monitored by
trained China Lake NWC wildlife personnel to document sheep
activity in an effort to gather information biologists hope wili
contribute to mountain sheep survival in the state.
Total cost of the translocation project was $57,000, with
funds and personnel provided by the Fish & Game Wildlife
Presrevation Fund, U.S. Navy, Foundation for North American Wild
Sheep, Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep, and the San
Bernardino County Fish & Game Commission.
The U.S. Navy was particularly helpful," Bleich said.
"Without their tremendous cooperation, we could not have
accomplished the task."
Bleich said two environmental improvements have been
accomplished as a result of the project, in addition to
augmentation of the Eagle Crags population.
"We have reduced the Old Dad Peak population density, a
community that has been highy productive.
And we were able to
capture, mark and release animals at Old Dad Peak for long-term
studies of the population at that location," Bleich said.
The biologist added that the prolific old Dad Peak population
which numbers approximately 200 animals at present, has
contributed 128 sheep for various relocation projects since 1983.
"Following each relocation project, that Old Dad population
bounces right back" Bleich said.
San Bernardino County has become California's unofficial
mountain sheep factory and DFG officials are optimistic bighorns
from the area will eventually supply many animals necessary to
build the state's sheep population to maximum capacity.

* * *

*
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THE AREA CAPTAIN PROGRAM
WHAT, WHY, WHO, WHEN'S
By Don Jones
In the 60's the Sheep Society was instrumental in getting
legislation passed which directed the Department of Fish & Game to
do a study on the water sources and population of desert bighorn.
This study was done by Dick Weaver of the DFG and virtually every
range was inventoried.
To implement the recommendation of Dick
Weaver, the Department of Fish & Game formed the "Volunteer Desert
Water & Wildlife Survey."
In short, it is the volunteer program
that supplies the labor to build big game guzzlers, put on sheep
census, develop springs and monitor the condition of the big game
guzzler and developed springs.
The "Area Captain Program" is the last phase of the volunteer
program which is the monitoring part.
We are basically the eyes
and ears of the DFG in the desert, in 26 of the 38 bighorn sheep
management areas, plus a special area in Death Valley that we are
monitoring for the National Park Service. The work consists of
visiting your area twice a year, in May and October, checking the
condition of the guzzler or springs, making minor repairs, reading
pellet transects (sheep droppings), and making a report to the DFG
on your visit.
We also hnve two meetings a year, in April and
September, before we actually do our field work, to keep the
program organized and talk over problems.
Since the beginning,
the "Area Captain's Program: has been run by the Sheep Society for
the Department of Fish & Game and at present has approximately 53
people involved.
The people involved are from every walk of life,
sex, age, and are Sheep Society and non-Sheep Society , people
working together, come one come all.,
At this time we would like to give a very big thanks to all
those involved in this worthwhile project and also list their
names by area:

SAN BERNADINO COUNTY
AREA
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

CAPTAIN
Avawatz*
Bristol
Cady
Chemehueuo
Clark
Clipper
Coxcomb
Granite*
Hackberry*
Kingston

CO-CAPTAIN

Ron & Shirley Vickery
John Nelson
Ed Shaw
John Nelson
Bob Campbell
Read Kipinger
Jon Beckom
Walt Powell
Bruce Garlinger
Rick Benson
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Kathy Moto
Merl Felker
Deane Falcone

CAPTAIN

AREA

CO-CAPTAIN
Margol Fleming, Stan
Fyke, Bill Shirley,
Tom Edmunds
John Doll, Al Ridley,
Bob Roch
Rick Steerns, Leslie
Farris, Pete Talley

11.

New York

Chuck Kopenec

12.

Old Dad

John Hrnjak

13.

Old Woman

Dave Talley

14.
15.
16.
17
18.

Ord
Providence*
Sacramento
Turtle*
Whipples

Carlos Gallinger
Mark Nelson
Gene Kissiner
Bob Jurgens
Dick & Jeanie Conti

Gary Robbins
Bruce Garlinger
Dan Sozzi

SAN DIEGO COUNTY
1.

Carrizo

Carol

&

Don Jones

Al White, Mike Hogg

RIVERSIDE COUNTY
1.

Maria

John Doll

2.

Orocopia
Palen
Chuckwalla
Eagle

John
Bill
Fred
Rick

3.

4.
5.

Gary Hope, Mike
Bornhoff
Ken Sharp
Rololfo Sapien
Bill Woods
Jack Utz, Phil Bakke

Carnokia
Parrack
Thomas
Gilbert

INYO COUNTY
1.

Amargosa

Britt Wilson

Pete Zabriskie, Terry
Munhall

SPECIAL DEATH VALLEY AREA
1.

Death Valley

Robin Snowberger

Ken Sharp, Britt
Wilson, Rodolfo
Sapien and Bi 11
Thompson

Also a big thanks to Julie Chrzanowski and Celso Morrison who
are presently not asigned an area but are very active.
The professionals with the DFG that we work with are Larry
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Sitten, Les Coombes and Jerry Mulcahy.
They are the coordinators
between the Department and the Sheep Society.
Well, if there is any hardly people out there that would like
to get involved in this program just drop Don Jones a postcard and
you will be informed of where the April 19th meeting will be held.
We are always looking for people and it .is a great chance to be
king of your own mountain.
Hope to see you in the desert!

* * * * * *
SAN GABRIEL MOUNTAINS SHEEP CENSUS, 12 - 13 MARCH
By Bob Campbell
This year the combined ground and air sheep census in the San
Gabriel Mountains will be made on Sunday, March 13, starting from
the Lytle Creek Ranger Station.
There will be an orientation
meeting at the ranger station for instructions and assignments.
Camping is available at the ranger station or at the USFS
campground (Applewhite, 3.5 miles up the road, on right).
Plan on
a cool night, bring something quick for breakfast.
The census will begin Sunday at 6:30 a.m.
We will divide up
into six groups, each going to a different canyon.
The
accessibility of observation sites ranges from easy to strenuous.
Bring food, binoculars, and a spotting scope if you have one.
Because we need to keep quite at the observation sites, children
under 14 and pets are discouraged from participating in the count.
Please attend the orientation on Saturday, March 12, rain or
shine.
In the event of bad weather the count will be made on the
backup date of Sunday, March 20, but the orientation will not be
repeated on the backup weekend.
If you need information about this project call the SCBS
Census Coordinator Bob Campbell at (818) 790-8850 night
(818) 393-0744 day

* * * * * *
BAD TIMING FOR ANZA-BORREGO FERAL CATTLE FENCE PROJECT
By Bob Campbell
Remember the great rainstorm with 7 foot tides and 20 foot
waves back in January? Upon assembling in the Hurkey Park
campground that Saturday morning, Mark Jorgenson, the Anza-Borrego
State Park biologist, announced that we must cancel the job.
The
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work area is reached by a steep dirt road at about 5000 feet,
uphill on the way out. Jorgenson said if it snowed while we were
in there we would have to wait for a thaw before we got out.
After
a conference these unemployed fence builders headed into the park
to do some minor repairs on the three guzzlers that were put in
last year.
At this point the story is interrupted for breakfast in some
restaurant, get gas, buy dates in Valerie Jean, etc.
Assembling once again in Pinyon Wash, we divided up in three
groups.
Mike Hogg of the U.S. Navy led one party, Jerry Mulcahy of
DFG and Bill Parrack led a second, and Jorgenson led the third.
All we had to do was install some screen to keep bees out of pickup
pipes and take care of finishing touches that did not get done at
the original installation.
Back in Pinyon Wash by 3 p.m., it was party time.
The Peirce
College contingent had brought enough wood to start a wood war and
steaks were burned as usual.
There was very heavy rain on the way
home Sunday, but we made it through the weekend without getting
drenched while out there.
The fence still needs to be completed,
so the job may be scheduled again sometime this Spring.

* * * * * *
BICKETT LANDELLS PROJECT
By David Talley

On June 6, 7 1987, volunteers gathered for the
Bickett-Landells Memorial Guzzler project in the Clark Mountains,
to honor two dear friends lost in a helicopter crash in October
1986.
Saturday morning found the bleary eyed group gathered around
the Fish & Game trucks for our usual orientation.
At the work site we had our work cut out for us, but with the
energetic crew that we had, things moved along quickly.
A ceremony was held and a plaque was set in the concrete slab
to honor Don and Jim.
The work was interrupted several times by a
rain and hail storm which made life interesting.
While returning to camp the skies let loose with a fury.
By
the time we reached camp, tents were scattered everywhere and I
could hardly wait to return to the safe dry confines of the
tent-trailer where I could eat a warm meal?
Boy was I surprised
when I found half of the camp sitting inside the trailer soaking
wet, oh well, dinner would have to wait.
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Of all the storms I've been in, this one was the best.
If it
wasn't nailed down or have several people huddled inside of it, it
didn't stay put very long.
However, like most desert storms, it
didn't last long and those of us who stayed were rewarded with a
star filled evening, not to mention George Kerr's slide
presentation.
Sunday morning dawned bright and clear, a perfect ending to a
worthwhile project.

* * * * * *
DESERT BIGHORN
By
U.S. Bureau of Land Management - California
(Reprinted from NEWSBEAT - BLM Newspaper)
Desert bighorn roam the steep, craggy cliffs along dozens of
mountain ranges throughout California.
These wild sheep live in
arid areas, grazing on grasses, wandering with no effort across
precarious, near-vertical slopes and through rocky canyons.
They
possess an incredible jumping ability, landing gently on soft,
spongy hooves.
Three races, or subspecies, of this Ovios canadensis species
live in California. On BLM lands, the Nelson subspecies ranges
throughout the desert. The Peninsular, located largely in Baja,
crosses into Imperial, San Diego and Riverside Counties.
Additionally, there are one or two small herds of California
bighorn in northeastern California on Forest Service lands.
The male, called a ram, stands about 2-1/2 feet high at the
shoulder and weighs approximately 160 pounds.
He has a magnificant
pair of horns that curve backward and outward, completing an arc
that grows up to four feet in length and measures up to 40 inches
around the outside curl.
Each year's growth is marked on the horns
by a new ring.
The female, called a ewe, is much smaller.
She weighs
between 75 and 125 pounds, and her horns are shorter and
straighter.
Bighorn mate in late November, after a ram has fought
off other rams for a flock of ewes.
About five months later, one
or two lambs are born, and are weaned at two months of age.
Surveys of bighorn populations put California's total at
about 4,700. Of these, about 300 are the larger California bighorn
that roam through the Sierras.
About 63 herds of the remaining
Nelson and Peninsulr bighorn range in size from as few as 5 to as
many as 350.
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It is estimated by wildlife biologists that this total number
represents only a small percentage of the populations recorded in
the early 1800s; this number, however, reflects on increase of more
than 1,000 sheep compared to surveys taken 15 years ago.
This
recovery is the result of efforts by specialists and volunteers
throughout the state.
Bighorn sheep first became protected under California law in
1873. There has been no legal hunting of bighorn since then until this year!
A surplus of older rams now exists in the Marble
and Old Dad Mountain ranges.
Wildlife experts do not feel that a
limited hunt will threaten the recovery effort.
An auction was held in early July to offer, for the first
time in 114 years, a permit for the hunting of one ram from these
ranges.
Permits for the hunting of eight additional rams will be
offered in late summer.
Proceeds from this auction will go to the
Department of Fish & Game for sheep-related work.
The legislation signed in September 1986 by the California
Governor to allow a limited hunt also removed the animal from the
protected species list. While the sheep were on the list, the
State couldn't legally spend money from the Fi.sh & Wildlife
Preservation Fund to help them.
Now, more money is expected to be
available for conservation projects.
Moore than $2 million has already been spent to build
watering units.
Additional funds from the auction and other
sources will be used for disease prevention and in transplanting
sheep to areas where native populations have disappered.
Money may
also be spent to buy privately-owned land that is natural habitat.

* * * * * *
EASTERN MOJAVE SPRING INSPECTION
By Britt Wilson
On October 17, 1987, Dr. Loren Lutz and I inspected numerous
springs in the eastern Mojave.
The first water source we inspected was about 1/4 mile west
of Black Canyon Road on the east side of Wildhorse Mesa.
This
appeared to have fairly good volume as the cattle tank that was in
place was full.
There was no other surface water evident, however.
The spring appeared to have heavy burro and cattle usage. We did
not see any tracks that we could specifically identify as bighorn
sheep or deer.
The second water source that we visited was hardly a water
source.
It was located between Woods Mountain and Table Top Mesa
in Gold Valley east of Black Canyon Road.
There is an old concrete
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water tank that is no longer functional.
The pipe still leads .to
the tank however, and a small crack or split in the pipe allows
some water to seep to the surface.
Dr. Lutz cleared ~his out but
it was reasoned that it could only be utilized by small birds.
It
is believed tht the name of this water source is Corral Spring,
although no name appears on any maps tht I have access to.
The third spring was also between Woods Mountain and Table
Top Mesa.
There is a spring box in a small side canyon just south
of Table Top.
The pipe from this spring leads down the canyon to a
point where someone has drilled a hole in the pipe.
This allows a
fairly good flow of water to come to the surface.
Here again we
noted heavy and extensive burro damage to the surface water area.
Dr. Lutz and I dug out a small depression with the tools we had at
hand which were only rocks.
We realized this was only a temporary
measure, as the burros would undoubtedly destroy this before too
long.
The fourth water source we visited was an old ranch house
close to the Old Wagon Road that is now called Cedar Canyon.
There
is a huge concrete water tank which holds perhaps 2,500 gallons and
two cattle tanks tht are fed from this tank.
The ranchers have not
made any access for quail or other game birds in this area and the
cattle tanks are enclosed inside a corral.
It is questionable to
me that deer or other animals would enter this corral particularly
with all the cattle around.
It would be nice if the ranchers made
this water accessible not only to the quail but also the other
desert critters.
Dr. Lutz and I then proceeded in a northerly direction
following the pipes that supplied water to the old ranch house.
This w~ter source is known as Live Oak Spring.
Here again, the
ranchers have blocked access to one of the springs in the area so
that no four legged critter can get to one of the springs.
The
other spring is open. Dr. Lutz and I spotted tracks that we
believe were either sheep or deer, but it is hard to make a
determination.
The final water source that we visited was Marl Springs on
the east side of the Marl Mountains where sheep have recently been
spotted. This is a historical old spring that has probably been
used for hundreds of years.
The Spaniards stopped here about 200
years in their journeys from the missions in Tucson to the missions
in California.
There are also several old rock foundations of
cabins and other developments evident in the area.
The military
also used this spring as the road leading to the Marl Springs is
the Old Army Wagon Road.
There are actually two separate springs
at Marl.
Both appear to have good flow and contain very good
water.
Overall, it was a most enjoyable day in the desert.
However,
it was distressing to see the heavy burro damage in this area.
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Reports were turned into the Department of Fish & Game and it is
hoped that they wil notify BLM of the damage.
I would also like to
see the Sheep Society develop some of three springs ..

* * * * * *
HERD MANAGEMENT PLANS
A rangewide herd management plan is being prepared in BLM's
Denver Service Center which addresses desert bighorn sheep
management throughout the entire Range (California, Arizona,
Nevada, Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, and Baja).
It also establishes
management priorities based on herd viability and the amount of BLM
lands used a habitat.
This rangewide plan is designed to establish a consistent
level of base funds for. each state, and develop criteria for the
distribution of additional challenge grant funds.
As an extension of the rangewide plan, individual herd
management plans are being developed for most of the 63 individual
herds of desert bighorn that reside in California.
These plans
detail the specific needs of each herd:
needed water sites,
necessary road closures, etc.
Herd managment plans have been completed by BLM specialists
over the past two years for the following areas:
McCain Valley,
Orocopia, Clark Range, New York Mountains, Sheep Hole Mountains,
and Argus Range.
The individual site-specific plans additionally identify how
base funds for each state apply to each herd.
For the past two
years, challenge grants provided a base fund for all states of
$300,000 for programs to enhance the preservation of desert
bighorn.
This yeer, site-specific plans identified how the $69,400
in challenge grant funds allotted to California will be used.

* * * * * *
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Participants at 1987 California Bighorn Hunter
clinic practice aging and scoring sheep.
1987 CALIFORNIA BIGHORN HUNTER CLINIC
By Steve Hill
"It was a great success" describes the comments of all of us
associatd with this historic event.
The clinic of November 7/8 was
attended by all nine hunters and several of their guides.
Saturday's programs were presented by SCBS members, BLM, DFG1 and
Arizona Desert Bighorn Sheep Society's Dean Bowdoin.
Programs
included regulations, vehicle access, aging and scoring, hunting,
photography, history of the society, and history of sheep
management in California.
Saturday's program concluded with a
spotting scope exercise in the field where hunters practiced
judging legal versus illegal rams and scoring at 200 yards.
The
final official activity of the day was the presentation of the
coveted permits to the hunters.
As the sun set over the Mojave
Desert, a fine meal was prepared and served by Ron and Shirley
Vickery, featuring "Vickery Beans" served around the camp fire at
Camp Cady.
Sunday was devoted to trips by hunters to the Old Dad/Kelso
and Marble Mountains hunting areas.
The clinic was a cooperative
effort of your Society and the Department of Fish & Game.
In many
ways it culminated a lengthy effort by California Sportsmen to
accomplsh what outdoor writer/sportsman Jack O'Connor once said
would never be done, namely the reopening of a bighorn sheep
hunting season in California.
The primary objective of all who organized the event was to
assure t~at the hunters had the best possible hunting experience.
We feel that this happened based on the 100% success rate of the
hunters.
Below are the scores and ages of the rams taken as
measure by the Department.
HUNTER
Robert Howard

B&C SCORE

ESTIMATED AGE

116 2/8*

11
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MOUN'l'AIN RANGE

Old Dad

Steven King
Brian Hawes
Joe Castello
Deborah Jardstrom
John Moore
Larry Ott
Robert Levett
Dennis Selich
*Single horned ram.
horn.

10

167
168
168
166
164
153
163
155

9

8
8
8

8
7
6

2/8
4/8
1/8
7/8
5/8

Marbles
Marbles
Marbles
Marbles
Old Dad
Old Dad
Old ~d
Old Dad

Score calculated by doubling score of existing

I would like to thank the Clinic Committee and the volunteers
for their efforts in assuring the success of the first clinic.
I'd
also like to express my appreciation to the ADBSS for their
cooperation and support of our efforts.
Plans are already being
laid for next years clinic which will surely be an even "GREATER
SUCCESS".
DEATH VALLEY REGION GUZZLER INSPECTION
By Britt Wilson
I am the area captain for four big game guzzlers in the death
Valley Region.
On October 24th and 25th, I visited these guzzlers
and found the following:
1.

B.G.G. I-1 Pyramid Peak
This happens to be on of the easiest guzzlers to get to since
a person can drive directly to the drinker.
Unfortunately,
that is where the good news ends.
Apparently, this guzzler is located in a canyon that gets
extremely cold which causes freeze breaks in the water lines,
usually draining all water in the tanks.
This leaves the
sheep with no water during the summer.
When I arrived at the guzzler I noted that for the third year
in a row we had suffered a freeze break at the l" gate valve,
which drained whatever water there may have been in the
tanks~
Since I did not have a spare gate valve, I was unable
to make repairs.
Although there has been virtually no water in this guzzler
for at least three years, there were two pellet groups noted
in one of the transects.
I believe the sheep would start
using this area more if we can solve the freeze break
problem.
Since my return I have had .several conversations
with various personnel of the D.F.G. and a crew will have
replaced the gate valve with a high pressure one by the time
this article is published.
Other than that problem, all else
looked good at this facility.
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2.

B.G.G. I-6 Nopah North
I found this installation to be in good shape with no
problems noted.
I noticed several tracks and pellet groups on the hike into
the guzzler and two pellet groups in one of the two
transects. The tanks here were 85% full of water.

3.

B.G.G. I-4 Nopah Middle
I knew I was in for bad news when I started the hike up the
canyon to this guzzler because the bee hive at the entrance
to the canyon was abandoned.
Several years of bee keeping
had taught me that bees require water to live. W~en the hive
was empty, I knew the drinker was dry without even seeing it.
When I did reach the guzzler, the tanks were all dry so it
was impossible to find a leak.
It did appear that someone
had made repairs on one of the water lines.
I appreciate the
fact that someone made repairs, unfortunately, they did not
tell me and that affected my judgment on what to do with this
guzzler so I left all the valves open.
I was subsequenlty
told by Vern Bleich that one should always turn off all
valves if you suspect a leak. As with Pyramid Peak, the
D.F.G. will have already gone into this guzzler and shut the
valves by the time this article is published.
If you make
any repairs or count transects please, please notify the area
captain.
There were 15 pellet groups in one of the transects and 1
pellet group in the other.
As a side note, two burros were noted about 2 air miles from
the guzzler in the Chicago Valley.

4.

B.G.G. I-7 Fnaws
Unlike Pyramid Peak, this is the toughest guzzler to get to
both in driving to it and the 45-60 minute hike to the
guzzler.
This installation appeared in good shape with the tanks being
67% full.
There were a total of 3 pellet groups noted in the
two transects. Several beds, pellet groups and tracks were
noted in the canyon on the way to the guzzler.
It is hoped
that the sheep will start to utilize this guzzler more
frequently.

If any of you members or readers of this publication are interested
in getting involved in this program please contact Don Jones or
myself.
My home number is 818-792-6474.
It is a perfect excuse to
get out and enjoy the beauty of the desert.
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Anaheim Sportsman Show booth a great success
ANAHEIM SPORTSMAN SHOW A SUCCESS
By George Kerr
The PR committee in 1987 was quite busy with many unique and
innovative programs to generate funds and interests.
In its
ongoing effort to educate the masses, the Sheep Society once again
pursued a targeted population which was the Anaheim Convention
Sport and Recreation Show. We manned a booth at the show for 7
days and the results were very beneficial.
Through this particular
format, as hard as it may be for the individuals manning the booth,
it was and is critical in our ongoing effort to reach individuals
which we normally would not reach. Our booth consisted of our
traditional banners, had the video and slide programs going at all
times, were able to sell a few raffle tickets and the consensus of
all involved was quite positive.
We were constantly amazed at the
fact that many people already knew of the society and its movement,
and were more than willing to participate and/or find out more
infomation.
Another interesting note was that in some cases,
people felt that we were an anti-hunting organization and we had
spent much time outlining the fact that we are not a wil~-eyed
preservationist group and that we believe in wise conservation and
use of our natural resources, development and use in regards to
sheep habitat .and other wildlife as both aesthetically important
and
resource to be harvested with conservation ethics in mind.
Many thanks to our members who were directly involved.
Special
thanks to Bill Parrack for taking the lions share of the time to
man the booth .• Other members who attended were as usual Ron and
Shirley Vickrey, John Doll and wife Evelyn, Glen Sudmeyer, John
Nelson, and myself.

a
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Britt Wilson, John Hanjak and Gerry Mulcahy
MARVIN WOOD GUZZLER REPAIR PROJECT
By Britt Wilson

On January 95th and 10th, a special Sheep Society crew
con;=d13ti ng of: ,John Doll,

Bob Campbell; John Hr:njctk; Mike Bor:nhoff

1

Mike Hollis and Britt Wilson assisted Gerry Mulcahy of the
California Department of Fish and Game with repair work on the
Marvin Wood Big Game Guzzler located in the Clipper Mountains out
of Essex.
Apparently the flange seal around one of the tanks was broken
loose due to movement or people standing on the manifold.
This
caused all the water to drain from the tank.
The special crew had to replace the flange and replace al"
overflow line with a 2" line.
Since I had not yet been initiated
as far as crawling inside the tank I became the lucky volunteer and let me tell you, standing in 2-3" of ice cold water in the
middle of winter in your barefeet is an initiation.
Anyway, the
old flange was successfully removed and a new and large one was
installed in its place. Since the manifold line did not rest on
the tank apron we also mixed some concrete and propped up the
manifold line so that if someone did accidentally stand on it again
it would not break the flange seal again.
When we removed the l" overflow line we discovered that it
was full of debris - mainly the fibreglass shavings that are in all
these tanks when they are first installed.
I would strongly urge
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the Department of Fish and Game to use only 2" lines in the future
or be sure that the tanks have no debris of any sort in them when
they are installed. This line was then replaced with a 2" line and
siliconed in place.
I noticed a small pinhole in one of the other tanks that
Gerry said was a molding flaw.
For lack of anything better, Gerry
recommended a catclaw thorn to plug the hole which worked quite
well especially because we were then able to dry the leak area and
apply some silicone.
Finally, we wrapped insulation around the drinker line to
prevent freezebreaks.
While part of our crew worked on Marvin Wood the other group
worked on Burnt Spring which is currently being developed.
There
are two separate surface water sources and the b.F.G. had alreaq~y
installed a spring box on one of these. Our crew built a Gabian
above this springbox to keep mud and dirt from silting up the water
source. We also mixed some concrete and sealed the downhill side
of the bos so it will collect more water. The finishing touch was
a small game ramp so the smaller critters will not drown.
The
other portion of this development was dug out to an area 3' x 3"
x 18" deep in preparation for another springbox to be installed at
a later date.
After these projects, Bob Campbell and myself headed up to
the Eastern Mojave scenic area where Dr. Lutz and I had recentlr
visited a spring that needed work (see story in this issue of the
Sheepherder).
Bob and I managed to dig down about 8" through some
tough granite and then reinforced the sides with some huge boulders
to try to thwart the destruction that the cattle and feral burros
have created in this area.
I would like to see the Department of
Fish and Game develop this guzzler as it gets some heavy usage from
deer/sheep in the area.
It was a great day in the desert for the crew~ blue skies and
sunshine at Marvin Woods and Bob and I were treated to snow in the
Woods Mountains!

* * * * * *
LAST CHANCE MOUNTAINS PROJECT

By Bill Parrack
Fifty five volunteers arrived at the campsite that rainy
weekend in October, most of whom were "first timers" as we die
hards cali the first time volunteers.
All looking forward to a new
adventure, but oblivious to what was to come.
It started at 6:00
a.m. Saturday with Don Jones beating on that dam pan to get
everyone up, then a quick tail gate talk with an introduction of

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORK BEING DONE AT LAST CHANCE MOUNTAINS
WORK PROJECT
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Mr. & Mrs. Dave and Michele Lacois Newby wed last August.
Michele
is a pretty lady who sells the hats and shirts at the projects.
This was Dave's first project.
He is going to be a.real asset to
s.c.B.S.
A two mile hike up the canyon over several rock
waterfalls, steep ledges and rock slide.
Every one arrived at the
worksite eager to start building a B.G.G.
We were short on experienced people, as usual.
Some of us
wore several hats that day.
This was a very tough job - all solid
rock, a lot of jack hammer and sledge hammer work.
Forty five
hardworking souls worked all day Saturday, and sixteen volunteers
were flown in Sunday to complete the job.
These consisted of a
concrete rebar and rock dam, 1-2100 gallon tank and parabolic
drinker, all connected with 2 inch pipe.
Everyone there earned a
special "thank you".
Special guests were Larry Selton, Jim Garret,
Kevin Duffy and Pat Moore.
I hope all of you read that super
article in the Los Angeles Times on 1/8/88.
See all of you at the
next project!

* * * * * *
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The past two years in the BLM have seen exceptional
accomplishments on behalf of the bighorn in California.
Financial
assistance through various programs hav8 allowed BLM to achieve
significant improvements in bighorn habitat, and has demonstrated a
heightened commitment to research concerning the bighorn.
For
example, $3 million from the Environmental License Plate Fund (for
"personalized'' plates in California) goes to the Wildlife
Conservation Board for acquisition and development of ecological
reserves.
Additionally, the Wildlife Conservation Board recently
approved the expenditure of over 2500 acres of bighorn habitat in
the Santa Rosa Mountains.
Among the accomplishments of BLM bighorn
efforts over the past few years are the following:
o
o
o
o

6 transplants
Dozens of water developments
6 bighorn Herd Mangement Plans
Some populations now doing so well that a limited
hunting season has been established for the winter of
1987.

* * * * * *
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BLACK MESA POT HOLE
By Steve Hill
On Friday, January 8, 1988 Society members Steve and Don Hill
travelled to the New Water Mountins in West Central Arizona.
The
New Waters are south of I-10 about 15 miles east of Quartside in
prime desert bighorn habitat.
Here we teamed up with two other
Arizona Desert Bighorn Sheep Society members to scout tor sheep.
The late afternoon sun found us watching 18 rams feeding on the
slopes of the Plurnosa Mountains and bedding down for the evening.
Two were truly trophy animals with heavy horns estimated to score
175 or better.
Saturday morning dawned clear and cool after a beautiful full
moon desert night during which Gunsight Notch, and the Eagles Eye
were clearly visible to the east.
By 8 a.rn. 50 volunteers were
hiking into the Pot Hole site to start a growing herd estimated to
be in the 180-200 range.
The project consisted of building a 5
foot high darn to increase the existing pot holes capacity to
approximately 20,000 gallons, adding a 15 foot square sun shade and
building a 40 foot gabian up stream for silt control.
By 5 p.m. everyone was in camp enjoying a much needed rest
and awaiting the ADBSS dinner bell which always preceeds a
delicious steak dinner with all the trimmings. On this evening it
included dutch oven pies by Tom Boggess. After dinner everyone
introduced themselves around the campfire followed by jokes, banjo
music and discussions about bighorn. John Gunn of Arizona Game and
Fish indicated that this project was funded by the B.L.M. to the
tune of $7,500.00.
Volunteers in attendance came from as far away
as Germany, British Columbia, Wisconsin and of course California.
Sunday morning after a breakfast of Joe Bill's biscuits,
gravy and beans 25 volunteers returned to the project site.
By
noon it was completed and tools were being ferried out by the
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helicopter.
By 1 p.m. we reluctantly left this beautiful mountain
range with it's Ocotillo, Palo Verde and Saguaro cactus lending
their subtle shades of green to the desert landscape.
Springtime
in western Arizona is typically very pleasant and volunteers are
sure to enjoy an ADBSS project.
1988 Project Schedule
March 5/6
March 19/20
April 9/10

Sand Tank Mountains
High Tank (Tinajas Alta)
Anvil Tanks (Eagle Tail Mountains

For information call:

Bill Hook
Dean Bowdoin
Pete Cimellaro
Joe Bill Pickrell

(602)
(602)
(602)
(602)

949-3474
955-8636
275-5198
269-7911

* * * * * *
VOLUNTEERS GIVE BOOST
The greatest problem facing wildlife in the desert is access
to water.
In unique cooperative agreements, BLM, together with
the Department of Fish & Game and the Society for the Conservation
of Bighorn Sheep, is constructing "guzzlers" throughout mountain
ranges that serve as bighorn habitat.
Guzzlers are structures
designed to collect and store rainwater and run-off in arid
regions and make it available for wildife.
Sheep Society volunteers, under the presidency of Dr. Loren
Lutz, work for the preservation of bighorn populations through
various means, including developing and maintaining water
resources, cooperating in sheep surveys, promoting public
awareness of bighorn needs, preserving the animals' habitat, and
working to reintroduce the sheep to historic ranges. Dr. Lutz also
serves as Chairman of BLM's Desert District Advisory Council, a
group of 15 individuals from the public sector who offer opinions
to Californoa Desert District Manager Gerald Hiller on issues
affecting the desert.
Under a typical cooperative agreement, BLM will furnish
materials or funds needed to construct a guzzler, the Department
of Fish & Game furnishes construction equipment and expertise, and
the Sheep Society provides the labor.
Hundreds of pounds of cement, yards of galvanized pipe, water
storage tanks, construction equipment, and guzzler materials are
needed for the construction projects.
How does all of this
material get onto the side of an often-steep mountain slope?
Usually by air!
Equipment and materials are trucked to a location
near the site, and airlifted to the site by helicopter.
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An how is the whole project pulled together? This is where
the volunteers come in.
Projects draw between 50 and 200
volunteers to brave the weather, bounce in 4-wheel drive vehicles
along remote roads, and trek across steep mountainsides to get to
the site of the project at hand.
Then comes site clearing,
relocation (by muscle power) of large rocks, and installation of
guzzler materials.
The payoff received by these volunteers is the knowledge that
the bighorn will have a water site and an opportunity to thrive.
These are very special people.

* * * * * *
THE TAMARISK PROBLEM
In lowland riparian woodlands, the proliferation of tamarisk
trees along major desert rivers is proving to be both rapid and
catastrophic to the natural environment.
Tamarisk was first planted to create wind breaks and
stabilize streambanks, and as an ornamental shade tree.
Windblown
seeds randomly dispersed along river courses, and soon took over
many river banks and waterholes.
The desert bighorn is always careful to be on the lookout for
possible enemies, such as coyotes or mountain lions which seek out
young or weak animals. The bighorn likes to drink from a water
source that provides a clear field of vision. Often, tamarisk has
grown so dense tht the bighorn will not drink from a watersource.
At other times, their access to the water is physically prevented
by the trees.
Tamarisk can also consume the available surface water for its
own needs.
When cut, the tree quickly regenerates, producing
thristy new sprouts.
One possible solution is the application of herbicides to the
tree trunk after cutting it.
This is at present prohibited by a
court injunction.
BLM and the Forest Service are both prohibited
from using herbicides based on a Forest Service case in another
state.
Volunteers with chain saws and squirt bottles, carefully
apply herbicide to the trunks of cut trees while assuring that the
watersite remains untainted, hope for a positive decision on this
injunction.
On BLM lands, small areas have been cleared almost completely
at Piute Creek, Corn Springs, and other areas using volunteers led
by Bill Neill of the Sierra Club. When the tamarisk at these
locations grow back, the eradication will begin anew.
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* * * * * *
BIG GAME GUZZLERS AND MOUNTAIN SHEEP
By Vernon

c.

Bleich

(Reprinted from Outdoor California)
Since the fall of 1978, the Department of Fish & Game has
been evaluating the effects of 23 big game guzzlers constructed
specifically to benefit mountain sheep.
Evaluation techniques
include time-lapse photography, pellet plot counts and, in the
rare instances when funding is available, helicopter surveys.
Now in its fifth year, the evaluation program is providing
some very exciting and encouraging results.
o

The actual base of 13 big game guzzlers by mountain sheep has
been documented through the use of time-lapse photography.

o

Mountain sheep use of habitat immediately surrounding 14 big
game guzzlers has increased substantially over the past 5
years, indicating that more animals are spending time in the
vicinity of those guzzlers, or that a similar number of
animals is remaining in the vicinity of those guzzlers for
longer periods each year.

o

Use of habitat in the vicinity of six big game guzzlers has
remained constant.
Unfortunately, the DFG has been unable to
confirm any use in areas surrounding three of the guzzlers.
However, one of these became functional for the first time in
1983, and the other two are located in areas thought to have
only transient, if any, sheep populations.

o

Use by mountain sheep of habitat near each guzzler appears to
be related to the amount of summer rainfall.
During summers
with abnormally high precipitation, sheep do not concentrate
around the guzzlers.
This provides additional evidence that
mountain sheep overly seek the guzzlers as a source of water
during drought periods.

o

Helicopter surveys have confirmed substantial increases in
mountain sheep populations in several areas where habitat
management efforts have resulted in the availability of
year-round water supplies.
The current population estimates
for those areas (along with 1974 estimates in parentheses)
are:
Old Dad Peak, 200 (25); Marble Mountains, 150(20};
Clipper Mountains, 60(12); Nopah Range, 50(10); Last Chance
Mountains and Dry Mountain, 85(65).

While these results are preliminary, they support the premise
that proper habitat can result in substantial increases in
mountain sheep populations inhabitating water deficient areas.
A
final comprehensive report will be published at a later date,
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after complete, detailed analyses of all available data are
completed.

* * * * * *
SHEEP SOCIETY NOMINATED FOR PRESTIGIOUS AWARD
By George Kerr
The Sheep Society has been nominated for the very prestigious
Chevron Conservationist Award Program. This award program honors
outstanding contributions to the conservation of our renewable
natural resources and seeks to honor veterans with long records of
worthy achievement. The Sheep Society is long past due for
national recognition and we are looking forward to a positive
outcome. Just to be nominated is exciting. Some of our friends
such as the Department of Fish & Game, Forest Service, and the
Safari Clubs as a whole have written letters of support to the
Chevron Corporation.

* * * * * *
MANUFACTURERS COME ON BOARD

By George Kerr
In another effort to reach a segment that we normally don't
touch, which would be industry and/or manufacturers, the Sheep
Society has come up with a program which, in short, is unique and
innovative. The idea is quite simple: manufacturers and industry
that promote wildlife through an art format such as paintings,
sculpture, etc., have a certain obligation to the species they
exploit to return a percentage of this profit back into the
wildlife and habitat enhancement.
In the last issue, one of the
first manufacturers to come on board with this idea was Toyo
Industries who made a generous donation and promises even more.
Toyo Industries is a manufacturer of sculptures.
We have also just recently received word from the Legends
Collector people who again are manufacturers of fine art
sculptures depicting wildlife in their natural environment, that
they'wish to help the bighorn sheep. The Legends people have many
fine works of art depicting our American wildlife and have through
their own program been working with such organizations as the
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and Ducks Unlimited, will in the
future commission a collector's piece of the bighorn sheep just
for the use of the Sheep Society, which we hope will in essence
derive a certain amount of awareness to the general public and
hopefully a dollar amount to the Sheep Society. Legends promises
to strive to show the beauty of nature and to remind society of
its needs to live along with and to preserve the beauty of our
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magnificant wildlife. We at the Sheep Society are excited about
their commitment and the active participation in our program.

* * * * * *
THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING OF THE DESERT BIGHORN COUNCIL
The 32nd annual meeting of The Desert Bighorn Council will be
held April 6 - 8, 1988 at the B.P.O.E. (Elks) Lodge in Needles,
California. The program will include numerous contributions on
various aspects of the biology and management of mountain sheep
inhabitating desert ecosystems. Persons interested in attending
or presenting a paper may contact Vernon c. Bleich, California
Department of Fish & Game, 407 W. Line Street, Bishop, California
93514.
Phone:
(619) 872-1171.

* * * * * *

WANTED

Volunteer or paid secretary to assist Society with
correspondence, mailings, meeting minutes, membership rosters and
other administrative duties.
Anyone interested should contact Shirley Vickery at (818)
352-4087 or Steve Hill at (805) 255-8618.
We need help folks.
administrative burden.

We're growing and so is the

Any ideas or volunteers?
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MICHELE LAVOIE

·--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP
Non-Profit Organization
3 I 13 Mesaloa Lane
Pasadena, California 91107
(818) 794-7680

NAME

ADDRESS _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
PHONE: Home _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Business

The kinds of memberships available are:
__Annual .............................................. .
__Student (must be full time) ............................. .
__ Life ... ,. ........................ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·
__Century ............................................. .

$25.00
$10.00
$200.00
$500.00

(may be paid in four equal payments)
(transferable)
All donations are tax deductible.
Also included is my contribution of$ _ _ _ _ _ _ for Desert Waterhole Improvement
Enclosed you will find my check or money order for $,_ _ _ _ __
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