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Chuckawalla Spring Touch and Go 
By Debbie Miller Marschke 

Sometimes you just have to roll with the changes as they occur, which is what happened the weekend of 
October 15, 2016.  SCBS has been patiently standing by for many years while the Department of Fish and Wildlife 
secured a new contract with a suitable company to supply a helicopter airship and pilot to perform necessary fieldwork.  
There have been many false starts and disappointments along this journey, so when the opportunity to airlift a SCBS 
Raincatcher tank into Chuckawalla Spring materialized,  everyone involved pitched in to make it work out.  Originally, the 
tank was supposed to be airlifted one week earlier in an effort to improve the existing spring box.  The DFW was 
performing their annual surveys in the Mojave, and SCBS would be allowed to utilize the services of Shasta Air on the 
weekends when DFW employees were off the clock. Terry Anderson worked feverishly assembling the crew and moving 
parts, just to find out at the last minute of a BLM snafu; despite all the pre-planning and communication, the BLM failed 
to issue the necessary permits in time, which cancelled the October 8 weekend plans.  Drat!  However, there was a 
second chance when the BLM permit was finally issued, provided that the project was carried out on the following 
Saturday.  It was a monumental task, but a new crew of volunteers was rustled up in short order.   
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Terry’s crew had preliminarily scouted the site at Chuckawalla Spring in the Clipper Mountains, which used to be 
a cattle watering trough.  On Friday October 14, the project crew began to assemble at the staging area near Essex.   
Steve and I were rolling out of our driveway that afternoon when we were halted by a phone call from Paige Prentice 
(DFW). The helicopter was broken!  We were asked to stand by while the problem was diagnosed.  The prospect of 
solving this roadblock seemed doubtful. We held our breath and Paige called back after about an hour, saying that the 
helicopter may be repairable, provided that we “swing by” Costa Mesa and pick up the parts the pilot had ordered!    
Steve and I looked at each other – we live in Torrance and this would mean driving deeper into the traffic zones on a 
Friday afternoon before we continued out to the Mojave, a wretched sentence for us.  This was solved by a simple 
phone call to SCBS Board Member John Maney, who agreed to drive from his house in Fullerton to Costa Mesa and back, 
so that we could pick the part up in Fullerton and continue to Essex.  This plan worked perfectly, except a 5 hour 
commute was expanded to 8 hours.  Steve and I needed to deliver the parts to the airship pilot, who was spending the 
night in a 29 Palms Hotel.  We arrived and delivered it as promised around 9 pm.  Then we continued to the staging area, 
arriving at 11:30 pm.   

 

The work crews arose at 7 A.M.  No one knew if the project would continue or not, we just had to wait for the 
pilot to let us know.  Incidentally, Chuckawalla was one of two tanks that were planned for an airlift that morning.  
Another tank was destined for Teresa Spring in the Marble Mountains and both crews had fingers crossed.  The phone 
rang – the pilot had successfully installed the parts and was on his way!   Instantly, the camp was energized and 
mobilized.  It was a little bit frantic trying to fourwheel and hike to the spring in advance of the helicopter’s arrival.  Just 
as we arrived at the Spring, we could hear the rotors chopping over the top of the mountains with hardly a minute to 
spare.  The first load was the foam mat that would serve to cushion the base of the tank. The pilot delivered this load to 
the center of the pad almost effortlessly, and then went to retrieve the RainCatcher tank.  The delivery of the tank 
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proved to be more challenging.  It was both thrilling and terrifying for the crew to assist the pilot in setting the tank 
down with the correct directional orientation, which proved to be complicated with limited hands.   The sides of the 
surrounding terrain trapped the rotor wash, causing the airship to pitch and the tank to swing like a pendulum.  Later, 
Steve said to me “That is the closest I have ever come to having a heart attack”. Once the tank had been deposited, the 
crew completed the final tasks.  I proceeded to camouflage the tank so that it’s appearance to the eye (and Google 
Earth) would be less obvious.  Present at Chuckawalla Spring: Steve Marschke, Debbie Miller Marschke (myself), Paige 
Prentice, John Maney, and John Voght. 

           

The installation of this RainCatcher tank is not yet complete; SCBS needs one more crew to complete the work.  
A second crew attempted to complete the project on January 14, but due to a low volunteer turnout and rainy weather 
which slowed everyone down, there is still work to be done.  We need to dig out the old spring box, install a Johnson 
screen, and connect the pipes.  This final segment is scheduled for February 17-19, 2017. This spring is flowing, so this 
improved system will be ready and waiting for thirsty wildlife right away.  If you can make it, please send email to Steve 
or John Roy and we'll send you a map to the camp site.  It's likely that we'll show up on Friday afternoon and 
finish Saturday afternoon but some of us won't break camp until Sunday.  No plans for meals at this time, but we're 
working on it - if you would like to volunteer to cook please let us know, we'll take whatever you can offer.  Gary Thomas 
will be leading the other project at Teresa Spring on March 10 – 12, 2017 to plumb in that new RainCatcher tank and 
drinker box.  Steve Marschke 310-33-4677 SteveMarschke@gmail.com.  

 

EMAIL : If you would like to have the Newsletter sent by e-mail let Bob Burke know at 
cameracoordinator@sheepsociety.com  ( not only does this save postage and paper, it’s in living color). You 
can still get a paper copy via regular mail.      WEBSITE : Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep is 
on-line ~ sheepsociety.com  

Monthly Meeting  

The SCBS Board of Directors meets at about 6:00 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of each month in the conference 
room at Bass Pro Shops, 7777 Victoria Gardens Lane, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730.   You are invited to 

attend any and all board meetings, to bring a friend, to visit, and, hopefully, to participate. 
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WILDLIFE WATER DEVELOPMENTS, PREDATORS, AND PREY: 
A BRIEF REVIEW 

 
Vernon C. Bleich, Ph.D. 

 
 Several years ago Nova Simpson—at the time a graduate student at the University of Nevada Reno 
(UNR), Kelley Stewart—a professor at UNR—and I prepared a review of the literature related to wildlife water 
developments and the relationship of those developments to a number of ecological issues.  In that review, we 
addressed several points, all of which are topics of interest to biologists, managers, and conservationists.   A 
question that is often raised, and is especially prevalent among critics of wildlife water developments, revolves 
around the question of whether or not predators take advantage of prey species that use those developments.  
This notion has its origins in the heretofore unsubstantiated arguments that wildlife water developments serve as 
ecological traps because (1) potential prey are especially vulnerable while drinking, or (2) predators learn that 
prey concentrate around such developments.  In this short piece, I have drawn extensively (and much of it is 
verbatim) on material published previously by Simpson et al. (2011) in their discussion of wildlife water 
developments and their influence on predator behavior.  I have also included references to a number of more 
recent papers. 

Water developments are used by a diverse array of species, including predators (Simpson et al. 2011), 
but do not appear to present a high risk of predation for animals that visit them (Krausman et al. 2006).  Since 
most animals are attracted to surface water, water developments have been suggested to be “predation traps” or 
“predation sinks” where visiting animals are likely to be ambushed by predators due to an increase in 
localization in predators (Rosenstock et al. 1999, 2004; DeStefano et al. 2000).  It has been argued (Broyles 
1995) that interspecific relationships, such as predator-prey interactions, have gone largely unassessed at water 
catchments.  Nevertheless, the literature does contain references to predation at water developments in the form 
of observations of individual predation events, inferences based upon predator use, or discoveries of prey 
remains (Ballard et al. 1998, Rosenstock et al. 1999).  Predator observations and sign have been reported to be 
greater around water developments when compared to non-watered control sites (DeStefano et al. 2000, O'Brien 
et al. 2006), but Smith and Henry (1985) reported no difference in predator use at water developments and non-
watered control plots.  Regardless of predator visitations around water developments, little evidence exists to 
support the hypothesis that predator use of water developments leads to increased rates of predation, and reports 
of increased predation around water developments appear to be largely unfounded (Rosenstock et al. 1999, 
2004; DeStefano et al. 2000; O'Brien et al. 2006).   

Instances of predators concentrating hunting activities around water sources in the United States have 
not been reported or are scarce in the literature.  O'Brien et al. (2006) recorded more than 5,000 visits by 
mammalian predators to water sources they investigated, but reported little evidence (4 predation events by 
bobcats) to corroborate an increase in predation rates.  Further, O'Brien et al. (2006) reported no avoidance of 
water sites by prey species because of predator visitations. DeStefano et al. (2000) documented predator sign at 
water sites with 7× greater occurrence than non-watered sites, but did not find evidence to support the claim that 
water developments increased predation rates.  Thus, predators drink at surface sources when water is available, 
but they do not appear to use them as focal areas for hunting (DeStefano et al. 2000, O'Brien et al. 2006), and 
water developments do not represent a pivotal resource for coyotes (Kluever and Gese 2016).  Moreover, visits 
by coyotes to water sources peak near midnight (Marsh and Barrett 2015), a period when visits by bighorn 
sheep or mule deer not expected.  Although formal publication their results has not yet occurred, information 
provided by Longshore et al. (2014) indicates that water sources are not ecological traps and that bighorn sheep 
are not more vulnerable to mountain lions when visiting water sources.  Although predation may occasionally 
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occur at water sources, there is no evidence that predation at water developments influences population 
dynamics of either predator or prey species (DeStefano et al. 2000, O'Brien et al. 2006). 

Although access to water may provide predictable locations for encountering prey, a successful 
predation event depends on a variety of factors including predator behavior, prey behavior (Bleich et al. 1997, 
Whiting et al. 2010), and the composition and cover of the vegetation community (Hopcraft et al. 2005, deBoer 
et al. 2010).  Water developments can alter the surrounding landscape by increasing vegetation and hiding cover 
for predators if water seeps from catchments or developments that modify natural springs (Cutler and Morrison 
1998, Valeix et al. 2008).  In fact, as vegetation increases near a water source large prey species modify their 
activity, herd size, and drinking frequency; behaviors that may be caused by a perceived risk of predation in 
dense vegetative cover around water sources (Valeix et al. 2008; deBoer et al. 2010).  Small prey species are 
sensitive to distance to vegetative cover, which may be an indication of vulnerability to predation when in open 
areas (Valeix et al. 2008).  Moreover, many species generally remain at water sources for only a few minutes 
(Lynn et al. 2006, Waddell et al. 2007); for example, bighorn sheep and mule deer generally remain at water 
sources less than 5 minutes (Rosenstock et al. 2004, Cain et al. 2007, Waddell et al. 2007). 

Rosenstock et al. (2004) observed altered behaviors and time spent in the vicinity of wildlife water 
developments when they were dry. Bobcats were observed entering the tank connected to the empty trough and 
remained in the vicinity up to 15× longer than when water was present.  Mule deer were observed licking the 
empty trough, foraging nearby, and bedding next to the trough for up to four hours at a time and remained in the 
vicinity up seven times longer than when water was present.  An absence of dense vegetation near wildlife 
water developments and short visitation times when water is present suggests hunting efficiency of predators is 
not enhanced in the vicinity of those water sources, and that there may be few, if any, benefits associated with 
hunting near functional wildlife water developments (Hopcraft et al. 2005, Valeix et al. 2008).  Although more 
research is needed to determine how vegetation density around water sources affects the use of water sources by 
predator and potential prey (Simpson et al. 2011), all available evidence indicates that wildlife water 
developments in the Mojave or Sonoran deserts have no discernable effect on predator-prey dynamics. 

 

 
 

 

—Dr. Vern Bleich is an independent wildlife 
biologist who worked for the California Department 
of Fish and Game for 34 years. He currently resides 
in Bismarck, ND but remains active in the 
conservation and management of bighorn sheep and 
other large mammals inhabiting arid landscapes 
throughout the western United States.  He serves as 
an advisor to several nongovernmental 
organizations, and to the Bureau of Land 
Management as a member of the Montana-Dakotas 
Resource Advisory Council.  In the interest of 
conserving space, the full citations of papers 
referred to in this article have not been included.  
Interested parties can, however, request the 
references by contacting Vern 
(vcbleich@gmail.com) directly. 
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San Gabriel Bighorn Sheep Survey Feb 25th-26th, 2017 

 
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife, U.S. Forest Service, and Society for the Conservation of 
Bighorn Sheep are pleased to announce the 2017 San Gabriel Mountains bighorn sheep survey.  We will 
conduct a volunteer ground survey February 26th, with a mandatory orientation at 6:00 PM February 25th, at 
the Angeles National Forest Supervisors Office in Arcadia.  Your efforts have enabled us to  track the growth of 
this unique population of majestic bighorn sheep for over 30 years.  
 
Calling all SCBS trail leaders!  More than 200 members of the general public registered to volunteeer on-line 
between February 1st and February 2nd, rapidly filling the registration quota to capacity.   SCBS volunteers 
typically provide leadership on the date of the census; we need your experience during this most important 
opportunity.  This also presents a unique opportunity for SCBS volunteers to interact with a base of new 
recruits; these folks have already expressed their interest to support Bighhorn Sheep, they deserve your time. 
Please volunteer as a trail leader for the 2017 Sheep Survey.  
 

   
 
 
 

   
East Fork San Gabriel River Bighorn – photos by Dave Baumgartner     

 

 
 

Letter to the editor from Bob Jurgens, Bend, Oregon 

In 1969 I became team captain of the Turtle Mtn range and remained in that capacity until my wife and I 
moved to Bend Oregon in 1992.  In the 23 years caring for the water sources in the range, namely springs and 
seeps, I visited all of the sites spring and fall.  46 trips in all over the 23 years I was team captain.  The first 12 
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from Los Angeles and the remainder from Bullhead City, AZ. Where I had a place and with the blessing of an 
early retirement was able to cut my travel time to the Turtles from over 200 miles to about 60.  I had a good 
friend in Bullhead City, Bob Norman, and Bob accompanied me on a number of the trips and helped me to keep 
the water sources available to the sheep and other critters who benefit from the available water. 

This article is intended to stress the importance of the team captain concept and of course the dedicated 
persons that accompany the captain and help with the necessary work to make the water available to the sheep 
during the hot summer months. 

There is one particular trip that I shall always remember that I will relate to in this article. On this 
particular trip Bob Norman was not available so I did it solo.  I drove south down to where the road to my water 
sources turned off. Dick Weaver is of course familiar with all of them, as he and Jerry Mulcahy were the ones 
who found them in the first place.  Bill Tuck also knows their locations.  We were at that time able to drive very 
close to our water sources, which is no longer the case.  A short way in were a couple of old mine shacks and 
for the only time on the 46 trips I took to the Turtles, a number of people were at the shacks having a picnic 
lunch and it turned out that they were the people that had the mine claim papers for the old mine site.  The mine 
itself had been long ago been abandoned.  As we visited, they asked if I knew of the old ranger who lived in a 
shack about a half mile away and I said I knew about the shack but didn’t know there was anyone living there.  I 
continued on to my water sources and the people also left.  I was using an old Ford Bronco I had bought from a 
neighbor. I had made a number of trips with the Bronco without any serious incidents.  The water source I went 
to was Perlite Pool and it was the farthest source in that part of the Turtles.  I finished my work and started back 
and hadn’t gone a quarter mile and a tire went flat.  I put on the spare and drove about a mile and a second one 
followed the first.  That left me in a rather precarious position.  I took my canteen of water and the food I had 
left and walked about 6 miles back to the mine shacks.  Since the people had told me about the old ranger I 
decided to go over and see if there was anyone there.  I got within a hundred yards or so and I called out to see 
if there was anyone there and he answered, “Yes, I’m here. “ 

I went over and he was sitting outside in a chair.  I told him what I was doing there and told him of my 
problem.  He had an old Datsun pickup there and I asked him if he could get me to a phone.  We didn’t have 
any cell phones in those days and he said the closest phones were in Needles 27 miles and Black Landing Lake 
Havasu also 27 miles.  I asked him if he could take me to Needles as it was getting along in the afternoon and 
he said if it got dark before he got back he might not find his way back.  He was 76 years old and it was his 
birthday.  He finally decided to take me to Needles.  So we got to Needles and I had $40.00 in my pocket and 
gave it to him and told him to get some gas and groceries etc.  Forty dollars then would be a couple hundred or 
more today. 

 I called my wife from Needles and she drove down and got me.  The next day I got two tires mounted on 
them and called Jerry Mulcahy who was then at the Blythe office of California Fish and Game and asked Jerry 
if he could come up to the Turtle Mt Road on Highway 95 and meet us the next day and that is what happened. 
We went in and rescued my old Bronco.  In the May 2016 issue of the Sheep Sheet I noticed that Jerry was in 
the group who did the Weavernoy rescue project.  Thanks once again Jerry for helping me out many years ago. 

As for the old ranger (and his last name was actually Ranger as I understood it), we went in a number of 
times later and always brought him canned goods etc.  I remember he liked the little Vienna sausages, we also 



 8

brought him 10 gals of water.  We went in again and he had apparently passed away as the truck was gone and 
all the contents of the shack.  To once again stress the importance of the team captain concept.  When I started 
in 1969, the Fish and Game estimated 35 sheep in the Turtles and when I left in 1992 it was 100.  So we need to 
keep the water sources available.   – Bob Jurgens 

 
Editor’s Note – Thank you, Bob, for sharing this nugget of history.  I wish more members took the time to 
reminiece about past experiences and submit them to this newsletter.  I am willing to bet that, as this story is 
enjoyed by the readers, it will trigger other memories. Every desert rat has a collection of interesting stories. 
 

 
Another note from the Editor, Debbie Miller Marschke – I apologize for the delays in producing the Sheep 
Sheet.  Working full time and keeping pace with President Steve Marschke does not leave a whole heck of a lot 
of “spare time”.   I may not be able to produce a quantity of newsletters, but I can commit to a quality Sheep 
Sheet.  Your input would be appreciated, I am grateful for any materials that are submitted. 
 

 

 
 

                          

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF A DRAFT  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT REPORT 
(DEIR) FOR THE LA QUINTA PENINSULAR BIGHORN SHEEP BARRIER 

PROJECT (SCH NO. 2016021102) 
 

 Notice is hereby given that the Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the proposed La 
Quinta Peninsular Bighorn Sheep Barrier Project is available for public review and comment. PROJECT 
LOCATION: Vicinity of Lake Cahuilla and extending north, west and south along the Santa Rosa Mountain 
foothills, City of La Quinta, Riverside County  

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Coachella Valley Conservation Commission (CVCC) proposes the 

construction of a Peninsular bighorn sheep barrier (9.5± mile linear barrier) in the City of La Quinta, along the 
toe of slope of the Santa Rosa Mountain foothills and within portions of Sections 6, 7, 8, 17, 20 & 29, Township 
6 South, Range 7 East, SBB&M in the Coachella Valley area of Riverside County. The purpose of the project is 
to address the urban-related impacts of Peninsular bighorn sheep (Ovis canadensis nelsoni) using artificial 
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sources of food and water in urbanized lands, including golf course, resort and residential areas. The species is 
listed as “endangered” under the Federal Endangered Species Act and as “threatened” under the California 
Endangered Species Act. A variety of barrier and wildlife management alternatives are being considered to 
prevent Peninsular bighorn sheep from accessing golf courses and urban areas and are evaluated in the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report. The proposed project site is not contained on the lists compiled pursuant to 
Section 65962.5 of the California Government Code. 

 PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: The public comment period for the Draft EIR will commence at 8:00 a.m. 
on January 13, 2017 and end on February 27, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. You may email comments to the following 
address: kbarrows@cvag.org. Written comments on the Draft EIR may also be submitted to: Katie Barrows 
Coachella Valley Conservation Commission 73710 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 200 Palm Desert, CA 92260  

AVAILABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS: Copies of the Draft EIR are available for 
review and download on the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP) 
website at www.cvmshcp.org. Copies of the document are also available for review at CVCC offices at the 
above address between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, and at the City of La Quinta 
Public Library, 78275 Calle Tampico, La Quinta, CA 92253. Please call (760) 346-1127 for further information. 
The date for consideration of the Final EIR before the Coachella Valley Conservation Commission has not been 
set. Please contact Ms. Barrows at (760) 346-1127 for confirmation of meeting date and location. 
 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF A DRAFT  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT REPORT (DEIR) 

addendum by Steve Marschke – This is updated information regarding the proposed fencing project at La 
Quinta.   They have released the draft environmental report and comments are due by March 3, 2017.  The files 
are rather large so it's best to download them yourselves. 
  
http://www.cvmshcp.org/DEIR_Documents.htm 
  
As I recall, the city has been under court order to develop a means to prevent bighorn deaths from pools, cars, 
and other urban effects.  Since that particular population (peninsular bighorns) is listed as endangered, they have 
to do something to mitigate the negative effects of urbanization. 
  
DFW has been pressuring them to build a fence to keep the bighorn out of the urban areas but the cost would be 
very expensive (mainly due to topography) so the city has been delaying and trying to find alternatives.  
  
If you have time, please read the draft EIR and submit comments.  - Thanks,   Steve 
 

 

 

 

Desert Bighorn Council Meeting – 
St. George   Utah 

 

The 2017 Biennial meeting of the Desert 
Bighorn Council will be held April 18-21,2017. 
Be sure to make your reservations early if you 

plan on attending this Conference. 
Red Lion Hotel and Conference Center 

850 S. Bluff St, St. George UT 
435-628-423 
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Old Chuckawalla drinker                                                                                        New Chuckawalla drinker 

 

Upcoming Projects  -- Help SCBS Make a Difference! 
  

We had a very productive project at Chuckwalla Spring on Jan 12-15th even though only 10 people showed up.  
We received a grant from DFW to improve this system and managed to obtain a permit from BLM to do the 
work.  The Raincatcher tank and New Mexico style drinker were flown in last October.  We managed to fully 
plumb and mortar the new drinker box and run 130 feet of pickup pipe into the new tank.  Carrying the mortar 
from the parking spot to the system turned out to be much farther than the couple hundred yards that I kept 
promising.  This system was previously a simple spring box and cutoff barrel with a rusty feed pipe left over 
from cattle days.  We improved the system from about 5 gallons of storage to 2300 gallons!  We had amazing 
weather - spooky Halloween type fog that blotted out our view of Essex from camp (1 mile only), then it rained 
on us during the project so we all got wet.  If you haven't been in the desert during a rain you are really missing 
out on something unique.   We rushed John Voght when leaving camp and he forgot to put his cot and bag 
inside and it was wet when we got back to camp so he headed home early. 
  
Teresa Spring had a new tank flown in at the same time and is part of the same grant.  Drinker and fittings are 
on site and ready for our work crew. Gary Thomas has scheduled this for March 10-12.   There is about 60 or 70 
feet of PVC pipe to run and minimal digging required, mainly to set the drinker box.  This system typically runs 
dry and only slight surface water seepage is available in the late summer.  Our project will improve the storage 
from 1800 gallons to 4100 gallons so we can take advantage of the spring time flow rate (rather then letting it 
run out overflow), and also provide access to a second drinker box for the wildlife.  I stopped by on my way 
home from Chuckwalla and the trail is in good shape.  Most any 4x4 will get you to the base of the steep rutted 
hill and from there it is about 1/2 mile walk with 100 ft gain (for real this time - no guessing!  I checked the 
GPS and maps).  If anyone has great 4x4 (probably with 1 locker) you can probably make it to top of trail if you 
aren't afraid of the narrowness.  That will reduce the carry distance to only 600 feet.  I have driven up the hill 
previously and it's a bit easier now as the edges of the ruts are softer. Teresa Springs project is March 
10th 11th and 12th, 2017   -- Contact Gary Thomas, 909-981-5847, dezman7@outlook.com .We will need a good 
turn out so put this on your calendar and come out if you can & help us get these drinkers ready for the wildlife. 

 We will camp at the mine on Kelbaker Rd. 1 mile north of old 66 on the west side of the road. If you are 
not sure where that is let me know and I will send a map out. 

 As always, we will have supper Friday and Saturday nights and breakfast Saturday with 
something Sunday morning. 
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Bob Wood (formerly Burnt Spring) had some erosion damage and needs the gabions rebuilt.  It would be 
great to get both of these projects in the same weekend if enough people show up. 
  
Definitely RSVP for these so that we can get a head count for the food and we can send out camp directions. 
  
Twentynine Palms Marine Base – status of pending projects : Biological and cultural surveys have been 
completed for the four guzzler install sites. Base archeologists will be sending out a letter to the State Historic 
Preservation Office for concurrence and that process usually takes 30-45 days for review and approval.  We 
anticipate that the earliest install would be in late March. Also, since tortoise remains were found on/around 2 of 
the 4 project sites, we need to get project approval since the action would require approximately 6 acres to be 
deducted from the Combat Center's150 acres per calendar year allocation of loss or disturbance of habitat of the 
desert tortoise. We are going to be ambitious and try to install as manyas we can this spring. -NREA  

Don't forget to save some space on your calendars.  We are optimistic that 29 Palms Marine Base will 
have the permits ready for 2 complete new Raincatcher systems, perhaps late March or April.  Stay tuned and 
ready for action. Thanks for helping when you can -  by Steve Marschke 
  

 

In Memory of Dick Weaver, “Mr. Bighorn”  
 

 
Dick Weaver, DFG (retired)  suffered a stroke in January and was hospitalized in New Mexico.  He suffered 

from 2 brain bleeds and appeared to be on the road to recovery.  We have learned upon the eve of this 
newsletter’s publishing that Dick Weaver passed away at 2:05 am on Friday, February 10, 2017.  Please keep 
his wife, Dorris Weaver, in your thoughts and prayers for this heartbreaking loss. Please send your tributes to 

Dick Weaver by email to Debbie Miller dmiller@guideone.com for the next SCBS newsletter. 
 

Dorris Weaver 
P. O. Box 100 

Glenwood, New Mexico  88039 
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Dr. John D. Wehausen PHD drafted (for the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife)  a conservation plan 
for desert bighorn sheep in California outside of the 
Peninsular Ranges. In 1995 Dr Wehausen helped found 
the Sierra Nevada Bighorn Sheep Foundation and has 
served as its president. In 2012 Dr. Wehausen retired as 
an Associate Research Scientist with the University of 
California’s White Mountain Research Station, but 
continues to work full time on bighorn sheep 
conservation issues in California including the Sierra 
Nevada. Last September (2016), Dr. Wehausen had a 
sudden onset of pancreatitis and was hospitalized. He 
endured a roller coaster of events and was seriously ill 
for more than a month. He is at home now and is 
recovering. SCBS sends best wishes to Dr. Wehausen 
for a healthy New Year. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
SCBS Volunteer Mike Morgan was a casualty of 
the Blue Cut fire last fall when the out of control 
wildfire consumed his home in Phelan, CA.   Mike 
is a valuable member of the team. He participates in 
many SCBS projects, showing up in his vintage 
light blue Toyota Land Cruiser.  As the fire drew 
closer, Mike thought that the Toyota would catch 
fire so he moved it away from his house. 
Incidentally, the Toyota was spared but the house 
was not. The house was completely destroyed by 
the fire. Mike had insurance, but the contents of his 
house and landscaping were not part of the 
coverage.  Mike’s SCBS friends have been 
discussing what we can do to support Mike in 
recovering from this disaster, and it was the 
consensus that it would be appropriate to donate 
funds to Mike so he can purchase some new trees.  
You can send the donation directly to Mike Morgan 
at 4797 Stuveling Street, Phelan CA 92371. If you 
wish to donate and remain  anonymous, send a 
check to Debbie Miller Marschke 4904 Reynolds 
Rd, Torrance CA 90505 (indicate that it’s for Mike) 
and the gifts will be consolidated and forwarded to 
Mike. 
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What was going on in SCBS 41 
years ago? The following is an 
article that appeared in The 
Sheepherder  ( former name of 
this newsletter ) March 1976.  
 
Consider how much and how 
long this project benefitted the 
wildlife. Impressive ! 
 
Also consider how much better 
the RainCatcher systems are 
than the old style tanks…and 
how long those systems we are 
installing now may last?  41 
years?  Probably longer, a 
wonderful legacy. 
 
 
Thanks to Glenn Sudmeier for 
sharing the old newsletters! 
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The President’s Corner - Important Concerns For Your Consideration 

by Steve Marschke

Recruitment: 

None of us are getting any younger and our membership is only just holding steady.  We could really use some 
additional members.  With upcoming projects inside 29 Palms we will need all the help we can muster.  We 
have tried various methods to increase membership with volunteers manning the booth at the Bass Pro Fall 
Hunting Classic but real recruitment yield has been very low.  Our best method over the years has been word of 
mouth from our members and direct project involvement.  Please keep your friends and acquaintances in mind 
and invite them to our upcoming projects, maybe we can convince them to join.  Also, John Voght 
(johnvoght1948@gmail.com) has set up a Facebook page for the society – please find it and use it as much as 
possible. 

 
Fundraising : 
 
We have been rather successful in obtaining grants from the DFW Big Game Management account and it has 
paid for several rebuild and repair projects.  Also the C J Berry Foundation has been very generous and covered 
the cost of several tanks and rainmats over the last few years.  However, those funds come with restrictions and 
are dedicated for specific water development projects and/or equipment.  We are getting better as we learn this 
process, but some of the grant requests did not cover 100% of our expenses for those projects.  In addition, we 
have annual operating expenses that cannot be paid for with funds from these grants.  Items such as mailing this 
newsletter, insurance, water monitor monthly fees, summer water hauling efforts, food for volunteers and 
various other expenses have been paid from our general fund.  For example, membership dues revenue just 
covers the newsletter and associated expenses.  We aren’t extravagant by any measure:  it varies greatly year to 
year, but usually our non-project expenses are around $10,000 per year.  We make some of that from tank mold 
royalty fees (thank you Nevada!) but the remainder sometimes causes us to dip into our savings fund.  We 
seldom ask the members for donations and we haven’t had any fundraising events for many years but if you 
aren’t able to come to any projects or help with inspections, I would ask you to consider making a small 
monetary donation.  You can mail a check to:  Mark LeCompte, SCBS Treasurer, P.O. Box 315, Acton, CA 
935310. 
 
Old Dad BGG: 
 
The Mojave Preserve has denied our request for a Categorical Exclusion permit that would have allowed us to 
replace the tanks at Old Dad and improve the system.  We had support from DFW and even Representative Paul 
Cook made inquiries with the Park Service but the Preserve has essentially stymied any progress.  Although the 
tanks are decades old and the material is deteriorating, the Preserve management has determined that they do 
not need to be replaced and that an airlift will not be allowed.  The only tasks we are allowed to do are “routine 
maintenance” with tools and materials that can be carried in by hand.  Likely this stance will lead to another 
massive die off when the tank tops finally collapse and sheep drown as happen several years ago.  The best we 
can do is to replace the flange and hope it holds up for a few more years.  Eventually the system will probably 
be broken beyond repair and the Preserve will demand its removal – that’s what happened in Death Valley.  
After denying any repairs for years, they deemed the defunct systems unsightly and removed them.  
Unfortunately, we don’t seem to have any workable solution to this problem.  If you have an idea, please let us 
know.  It sure makes us grateful for the cooperation that we have been receiving from the Marine Corps.-SM 



 15 

THE SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP 
A California Non-Profit Organization is looking for: 

Sportsmen and Conservationists who are concerned about our California Desert Bighorn sheep and who are willing to get involved to 
make a difference.  Be a part of history with our program to put bighorn sheep back in their historical ranges.  The Society works with 
the California Department of Fish and Game and the Bureau of Land Management in programs such as:  sheep transplanting and 
propagation; habitat improvement; wildlife census; research and development; and many more.  If this sounds exciting and fulfilling 
to you, then fill out the following application and join the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep today!   Check our website 

at:   www.desertbighorn.org 
************************************************************************************** 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP  
SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP 

Attn: SCBS Membership Chairman 
5801 Calico Cove Court 
Bakersfield, CA 93306 

 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
City: __________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ______________ 
 
Phone: (H) _________________________    (W) _____________________________ 
 
E-Mail Address (Optional): _______________________________________________ 
 

Make checks payable to: SCBS 
Annual ………………$35.00/Year New   _____     Renewal _____ 

Student (Full Time).   $20.00/Year New   _____     Renewal _____ 

Life ………………….$300.00 New _____    ___option:3 Qtrly Pmt of ($100.00)  

Corporate ………….$1000.00/Year 

  
Enclosed is my Tax Deductible check for $_______ which includes my contribution of $________ to help you 
support desert wildlife. 
 
Please send me information on the Society’s desert water projects.  Yes ___ No ____ 
 
Where did you hear about SCBS? __________________________________________ 
 
SCBS Sponsor: _________________________________________________________ 
 

************************************************************************ 
 Application Received: ______          Funding Received: _______ 
 
            Voted In: ______                         Member Card Sent: _______ 
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A river cuts through rock, not because of its power, but because of its persistence. -Jim Watkins 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


